
Mikhail Tal 

Blitz Games (g/5)  

 

Herceg Novi 1970 (double round robin) 
The strongest blitz tournament ever played!  

1. Fischer 19.0 

2-3 Tal, Korchnoi  14.5 

4-5 Bronstein, Petrosian  13.5 

6. Hort  12.0 

7. Matulovic  10,5 

8. Smyslov  9.5 

9. Reshevsky  8.5 

10. Uhlmann  8.0 

11. Ivkov  7.5 

12. Ostojic  2.0 

 

 

 

C08   M. Tal-V. Korchnoi 
Herceg Novi (g/5) 1970 

 

 

1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Nd2 c5 4.Ngf3 a6 5.exd5 exd5 6.Be2 c4 7.O-O Bd6 8.Re1 Ne7 9.b3 

b5 10.a4 c3 11.Nf1 

 
Interesting is Geller's idea 11.axb5!? cxd2 12.Bxd2, followed by "c2-c4". 

 

11...b4 12.Ne5 O-O 13.Bf4 f6? 14.Nd3 Bxf4 15.Nxf4 Qd6 16.Bf3! Nbc6 17.Ne3! Qxf4 

18.Nxd5 Nxd5 19.Bxd5+ Kh8 20.Bxc6 Ra7 21.Qe2 Qxd4 22.Rad1 Qc5 

^xxxxxxxxY 
|wdbdw4wiy 
|4wdwdw0py 
|pdBdw0wdy 
|dw1wdwdwy 
|P0wdwdwdy 
|dP0wdwdwy 
|wdPdQ)P)y 
|dwdR$wIwy 
Uzzzzzzzz\ 
 

23.Qe8! Raf7 24.Rd5 Qb6 25.Qxf7  1-0 



 

 

 

B06   M. Tal - B. Ivkov 
Herceg Novi (g/5) 1970 

 

 

1.e4 g6 2.d4 Bg7 3.Nc3 d6 4.Bg5 h6 5.Be3 b6 6.Nf3 Bb7 7.Bd3 Nd7 8.Qd2 c5  

9.O-O-O Ngf6 10.h3 

 
In some publication this move is mistakenly given as 10.b3. 

 

10...c4 11.Bxc4 Nxe4 12.Nxe4 Bxe4 13.Rhe1 Bxf3 14.gxf3 e6 15.Bf4 Nf6 

 

^xxxxxxxxY 
|rdw1kdw4y 
|0wdwdpgwy 
|w0w0php0y 
|dwdwdwdwy 
|wdB)wGwdy 
|)wdwdPdPy 
|w)P!w)wdy 
|dwIR$wdwy 
Uzzzzzzzz\ 
 

16.Bxe6 fxe6 17.Rxe6+ Kf7 18.Rxd6 Qc8 19.Be5 Rd8 20.Rxd8 Qxd8 21.Rg1 Qd7 

22.Qd3 Qf5 23.Qc4+ Qe6 24.Qc7+ Qe7 25.Qc4+ Qe6 26.Qd3 Qf5 27.Qa6 Qd7 28.h4 

h5 29.Qd3 Qf5 30.Qc4+ Qe6 31.Qxe6+ Kxe6 32.Rxg6 (Time)  1-0 

 

 

 

 

E92   B. Ivkov - M. Tal 
Herceg Novi (g/5) 1970 

 

 

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 g6 3.Nc3 Bg7 4.e4 d6 5.Nf3 O-O 6.Be2 e5 7.d5 a5 8.Bg5 Na6 9.Nd2 Nc5 

10.O-O h6 11.Bh4 Bd7 12.b3 c6 13.a3 cxd5 14.cxd5 Rc8 15.a4? Qb6 16.Rb1 Qb4 

17.Na2 Qd4! 18.Bxf6 Bxf6 19.Bf3 b5 20.axb5 Bxb5 21.Be2 Nd3 22.Nc4 Nf4 23.Bg4 

Bxc4 24.bxc4 Qxe4 25.f3 Qe3+ 26.Kh1 Rxc4  0-1 

 

 



 

 

A09   M. Tal - W. Uhlmann 
Herceg Novi (g/5) 1970 

 

 

1.g3 d5 2.Bg2 Nf6 3.c4 dxc4 4.Nf3 Nbd7 5.O-O a6 6.Na3 c5 7.Nxc4 e6 8.d4 Rb8? 

9.Bf4 Ra8 10.dxc5 Nxc5 11.Qxd8+ Kxd8 12.Rfd1+ Nfd7 13.Nb6 Ra7 14.Bb8   1-0 

 

^xxxxxxxxY 
|wGbiwgw4y 
|4pdndp0py 
|pHwdpdwdy 
|dwhwdwdwy 
|wdwdwdwdy 
|dwdwdN)wy 
|P)wdP)B)yt  
|$wdRdwIwy 
Uzzzzzzzz\ 
 

 

 

 

D43   T. Petrosian - M. Tal 
Herceg Novi (g/5) 1970 

 

 

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nf3 d5 4.Bg5 h6 5.Bxf6 Qxf6 6.Nc3 c6 7.e3 Nd7 8.Bd3 Bd6 9.O-O 

Qe7 10.Nd2 O-O 11.Qe2 Bc7 12.Rad1 dxc4 13.Nxc4 Rd8 14.Bb1 Nf8 15.f4 Bd7 

16.Ne4 Be8 17.Nc5 b6 18.Na6 c5 19.dxc5 Bb5 20.Nxc7 Qxc7 21.a4  Bxa4 1/2-1/2 (50 

moves). 

 

 

 

 

B50   M. Tal - R. Fischer 
Herceg Novi (g/5) 1970 

 

 

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.Nc3 e5 4.Bc4 Be7 5.d3 Nf6 6.O-O Nc6 7.Ne1 O-O 8.f4 a6 9.a4 exf4 

10.Bxf4 Be6 11.Bxe6 fxe6 12.Bg3 Qb6 13.Qd2 Ng4 14.Nf3 Nd4 15.Rab1 Nxf3+ 

16.gxf3 Ne5 17.Kg2 Ng6 18.Ne2 Nh4+ 19.Bxh4 Bxh4 20.b4 Qc7 21.bxc5 dxc5 22.a5 



Rf6 23.f4 Raf8 24.Rb6 Bg5 25.e5 Rf5 26.Rxe6 Qf7 27.Rd6 Bxf4 28.Rxf4 Rxf4 

29.Nxf4 Qxf4 30.Qxf4 Rxf4 31.Rd7 Ra4 32.e6 Kf8 33.Rf7+ Ke8 34.Rxg7 Rxa5 

35.Rxb7 Ra2 36.Kf3 Rxc2 37.Rxh7 c4 38.d4 c3 39.d5 Rd2 40.Ke4 c2 41.Rc7 Kd8 

42.Rc4 a5 43.h4 a4 44.Ke5 a3 45.d6 Re2+ 46.Kf5 Rf2+ 47.Kg4 a2 

^xxxxxxxxY 
|wdwiwdwdy 
|dwdwdwdwy 
|wdw)Pdwdy 
|dwdwdwdwy 
|wdRdwdK)y 
|dwdwdwdwy 
|pdpdw4wdy 
|dwdwdwdwy 
Uzzzzzzzz\ 
 

48.d7?? 

 
After 48.Ra4! Kc8 (or 48...c1=Q 49.Ra8+ Qc8 50.e7+ Kd7 51.Rxc8) 49.d7+ Kc7 

50.Rc4+ White wins. 

 

48...Ke7 49.Rc8 Rd2 50.Re8+ Kf6 51.e7 Rxd7  0-1 
 

 

 

 

A49   R. Fischer - M. Tal 
Herceg Novi (g/5) 1970 

1.g3 g6 2.Bg2 Bg7 3.Nf3 c5 4.c3 Nf6 5.O-O O-O 6.d4 d6 7.dxc5 dxc5 8.Qxd8 Rxd8 

9.Be3 Na6 10.Na3 Nd5 11.Rfd1 Bg4 12.Bd2 h6 13.h3 Be6 14.Nb5 Ndc7 15.a4 Bb3 

16.Rdc1 Nxb5 17.axb5 Nc7 18.Be3 Nxb5 19.Bxc5 b6? 20.Bxe7 Re8 21.Ba3 Rad8 

22.e3 a5 23.Nd4 Nxa3 24.Rxa3 Bc4 25.Bf1 Bd5 26.Bg2 Bc4 27.Ra4 Bd3 28.b4! axb4 

29.Rxb4 Rd6 30.Rd1 Bc2 31.Rd2 Bf5 32.Rdb2 Rc8 33.Rxb6 Rxb6 34.Rxb6 Rxc3 

35.Nxf5 gxf5 36.Bd5 Rc7 37.Rb5 Re7 38.Bc4 Re5 39.Rb7 Kh7 40.Rxf7 Kg6 41.Rc7 

Bf8 42.Rc6+ Kg7 43.Bd3 Be7 44.Bc2 Ra5 45.Kg2 and White won  1-0. 

 

 

 

 

A67   S. Reshevsky - M. Tal 
Herceg Novi (g/5) 1970 

 

 

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 4.Nc3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.e4 g6 7.Bb5+ Nbd7?! 8.f4 Bg7? 



Black should play 8...a6. 

 

9.Nf3? 

 
Correct is 9.e5 Qe7 10.Qe2 Nh5 11.e6 with a winning position. 

 

9...O-O 10.O-O a6 11.Bd3 Re8 12.a4 c4 13.Bc2 Nc5 14.e5 Ng4 15.h3 Nh6 16.Be3 Nd7 

17.g4 dxe5 18.fxe5 Nxe5 19.Nxe5 Rxe5 20.Bd4 

^xxxxxxxxY 
|rdb1wdkdy 
|dpdwdpgpy 
|pdwdwdphy 
|dwdP4wdwy 
|PdpGwdPdy 
|dwHwdwdPy 
|w)Bdwdwdy 
|$wdQdRIwy 
Uzzzzzzzz\ 
20...Rg5!! 21.Bxg7 Nxg4! 22.hxg4 Bxg4 23.Qd4 Bh3+ 24.Kf2 Rg2+ 25.Kf3 Qg5 

26.Qf4 Qh5+ 27.Ke3 Re8+ 28.Kd4 Rg4 29.Bf6 Bxf1 30.Rxf1 Rxf4+ 31.Rxf4 Qh2 

32.Re4 Qf2+ 33.Kxc4 Rc8+ 34.Kb3 Qxf6  0-1 

 

 

 

 

B43   M. Tal - S. Reshevsky 
Herceg Novi (g/5) 1970 

 

 

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 e6 3.Nc3 a6 4.g3 Nc6 5.Bg2 b5 6.d4 cxd4 7.Nxd4 Bb7 8.O-O Nf6? 9.e5! 

Ng8 10.Re1 Qc7 11.Bf4 Nxd4 12.Bxb7 Qxb7 13.Qxd4 Ne7 14.Ne4 Nf5 15.Qd3 h5 

16.Bg5 Qd5 17.Qxd5 exd5 18.Nd6+ Bxd6 19.exd6+ Kf8 20.Re5 Nd4 21.Be7+ Kg8 

22.Rxd5 Nxc2 23.Rc1 Nb4 24.Rdc5 Nd3 25.Rc8+ Kh7 26.Rxh8+ Kxh8 27.Rc7 Nxb2 

28.Rxd7 Nc4 29.Rc7 Ne5 30.d7 Nxd7 31.Rxd7 Rc8 32.Rd8+ Rxd8 33.Bxd8 Kh7 

34.Kg2 Kg6 35.Kf3  1-0 

 

 

 

 

A89   M. Tal - M. Matulovic 
Herceg Novi (g/5) 1970 

 



 

1.Nf3 g6 2.d4 d6 3.g3 f5 4.Bg2 Bg7 5.O-O Nf6 6.c4 O-O 7.Nc3 Nc6 8.d5 Na5 9.Qa4 

b6 10.Nd2 Ng4 11.Qc2 Ne5 12.b3 f4 13.Bb2 c5 14.dxc6 Naxc6 15.Nd5 Bf5 16.Qc1 g5 

17.gxf4 gxf4 18.Nf3 Nxf3+ 19.Bxf3 e5 20.Kh1 e4 21.Rg1 Ne5 22.Bg2 Ng4 

^xxxxxxxxY 
|rdw1w4kdy 
|0wdwdwgpy 
|w0w0wdwdy 
|dwdNdbdwy 
|wdPdp0ndy 
|dPdwdwdwy 
|PGwdP)B)y 
|$w!wdw$Ky 
Uzzzzzzzz\ 
23.Qxf4 Bxb2 24.Bxe4 Bxe4+ 25.Qxe4 Bxa1 26.Qxg4+ Kh8 27.Rxa1 Qe8 28.Rg1 Rg8 

29.Qd4+ Qe5 30.Qxe5+ dxe5 31.Rg3 Rxg3 32.hxg3 Kg7 33.Kg2 Kf7 34.Kf3 Rd8 

35.Ke4 Ke6 36.g4 a6 37.f3 b5 38.Nc7+ Kf6 39.Nxa6 Rd4+ 40.Ke3 (Time)  1-0 

 

 

 

 

B36   M. Matulovic - M. Tal 
Herceg Novi (g/5) 1970 

 

 

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nc6 5.c4 Nf6 6.Nc3 g6 7.Be2 Nxd4 8.Qxd4 Bg7 

9.Be3 O-O 10.Qd2 Be6 11.f3 Qa5 12.Nb5 Qxd2+ 13.Kxd2 Nd7 14.Nc7 Rac8 15.Nxe6 

fxe6 16.Rab1 a5 17.b3 Ra8 18.h4 Rfc8 19.h5 Ne5 20.hxg6 hxg6 21.f4 Nc6 22.Bg4 Kf7 

23.Rh7 Rh8 24.Rbh1 Rxh7 25.Rxh7 a4 26.Bxe6+ Kxe6 27.Rxg7 Kf6 28.Rh7 axb3 

29.axb3 Ra2+ 30.Kc3 Rxg2 31.Rh3 Rg4 32.b4 e5 33.b5 Nd8 34.fxe5+ Kxe5 35.Bd4+ 

Kxe4 36.Re3+ Kf5 37.Re7 Ne6 38.Bb6 d5! 39.cxd5 Nf4 40.Kd4 Ne6+ 41.Kc3 Nf4 

42.Kd4 Ne6+ 1/2-1/2 

 

 

 

 

C98   M. Tal - V. Smyslov 
Herceg Novi (g/5) 1970 

 

 

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 a6 4.Ba4 Nf6 5.O-O Be7 6.Re1 b5 7.Bb3 d6 8.c3 O-O 9.h3 

Na5 10.Bc2 c5 11.d4 Qc7 12.Nbd2 Nc6 13.dxc5 dxc5 14.Nf1 Be6 15.Ne3 Rad8 16.Qe2 



c4 17.Nf5 Rfe8 18.Bg5 Nd7 19.Bxe7 Nxe7 20.Ng5 Ng6 21.Nxe6 fxe6 22.Ne3 Nf4 

23.Qg4 Nf6 24.Qf3 Nd3 25.Bxd3 Rxd3 26.a4 Qb7 27.axb5 axb5 28.Qg3 Qxe4 29.Ra7 

Nh5 30.Qg5 Qg6 31.Qxe5 Rf8 32.Ng4 Nf4 33.Rea1 

^xxxxxxxxY 
|wdwdw4kdy 
|$wdwdw0py 
|wdwdpdqdy 
|dpdw!wdwy 
|wdpdwhNdy 
|dw)rdwdPy 
|w)wdw)Pdy 
|$wdwdwIwy 
Uzzzzzzzz\ 
 

33...Nxh3+! 34.gxh3  Rxh3 35.Qd4 Rd3 36.Qb6 Qxg4+ 37.Kf1 Rh3 38.Qc6 Rhf3 

39.Qc5 Qh4 0-1 
 

 

 

St. Petersburg, December 1970 
 

 

 

B06  M. Tal - G. Chepukaitis 
St.Petersburg (g/5) 1970 

 

 

1.e4 g6 2.d4 Bg7 3.Nc3 d6 4.Nf3 c6 5.Bg5 h6 6.Bf4 Nd7 7.Bc4 g5 

^xxxxxxxxY 
|rdb1kdn4y 
|0pdn0pgwy 
|wdp0wdw0y 
|dwdwdw0wy 
|wdB)PGwdy 
|dwHwdNdwy 
|P)Pdw)P)y 
|$wdQIwdRy 
Uzzzzzzzz\ 
 



8.Bxg5 hxg5 9.Bxf7+ Kxf7 10.Nxg5+ Ke8 11.Ne6 Qb6 12.Nxg7+ Kf7 13.Nf5 Qxb2 

^xxxxxxxxY 
|rdbdwdn4y 
|0pdn0kdwy 
|wdp0wdwdy 
|dwdwdNdwy 
|wdw)Pdwdy 
|dwHwdwdwy 
|P1Pdw)P)y 
|$wdQIwdRy 
Uzzzzzzzz\ 
 

14.Qf3!?  
 

Go ahead, take my Rooks. Both of them! This classical tactical idea, known from the 

Immortal Game Anderssen-Kieseritzky, London 1851, is always a temptation. However, 

in this case the consequences are not clear. 

 

14...Ndf6 
 

After 14...Qxa1+ 15.Kd2 Qxh1 the double-check 16.Nxd6+ does not succeed because of 

16...Ke6! What is left for White is to win the Queen at a very high price by 16.Ng3+, 

hoping that his agile Queen will give him practical chances. But “practical chances” 

could be considered compensation in games with a very fast time control. 

 

15.O-O Bxf5 16.exf5 Qb4 17.Rab1 Qxd4 18.Rxb7 Qg4 19.Qd3 Nh6 20.h3 Qxf5 

21.Qxd6 Rhe8 22.Re1 Nhg8 23.Qg3 Qxc2 24.Re5 Rad8 25.Rg5 Qh7 26.Rxa7 Rd3 

27.Qe5 Red8 28.Rc7 R3d6 29.Qc5 Qc2 30.Qc4+ Kf8 31.Rxc6?? Qc1+ 32.Kh2 Qxg5 

33.Rc5 Qg6 34.Re5 Rd2 35.Qc5 Rc2 36.Re3 Rxf2 37.Rg3 Qc2 38.Qg5 Rdd2 39.Nb5 

Qe4 40.Nc7 

 
Black has an extra Rook and a Knight (of course, “…for two pawns”, said Tal, joking) 

but after a few moves blundered the Queen by fork, and after that was mated.   1-0  

 

 

Riga, January 1971 
 

 

 

M. Tal - Z. Solmanis 
Riga (g/5) January 1971 

 



 

^xxxxxxxxY 
|rdwdwdkdy 
|dpdw$pgwy 
|wdw0whpdy 
|dwhPdwGwy 
|p1Pdwdwdy 
|dPHw!wdwy 
|PdwdwdPdy 
|dBdwdwIwy 
Uzzzzzzzz\ 
Black to move 

 
Black's counter play on the Queenside is at its peak, but all of White's pieces are looking 

in the direction of the opponent's Kingside. And, as if conducted by a magic wand, they 

work wonders. 

 

1...axb3 2.Bxg6! bxa2 

 
If 2...fxg6 3.Rxg7+! Kxg7 4.Qe7+ Kg8 5.Bxf6 with nevitable mate. 

 

3.Bxf6!! a1=Q+ 
 

If 3...Bxf6 4.Qh6 Bg7 5.Qh7+ Kf8 6.Rxf7+ Ke8 7.Qg8+. 

 

4.Kh2 
 

This position deserves a diagram. Even with a second Queen on the board, Black has no 

defense against the mating threats. 

 

^xxxxxxxxY 
|rdwdwdkdy 
|dpdw$pgwy 
|wdw0wGBdy 
|dwhPdwdwy 
|w1Pdwdwdy 
|dwHw!wdwy 
|wdwdwdPIy 
|1wdwdwdwy 
Uzzzzzzzz\ 



 

4...Qaxc3 5.Bxf7+ Kh7 

 
The alternatives are 5...Kh8 6.Qh6+, or 5...Kf8 6.Re8+ Kxf7 7.Qe7+ Kg6 8.Qxg7+ Kf5 

9.Qg5# 

 

6.Bg6+!  1-0 
 

 

 

Moscow (g/5) 1971 
 

 

 

A58   Y. Balashov – M. Tal 
Moscow (g/5) 1971 

 

 

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.bxa6 Bxa6 6.Nf3 g6 7.g3 Bg7 8.Bg2 O-O 9.O-O 

d6 10.Nc3 Nbd7 11.Re1 Qb6 12.Rb1 Rfb8 13.Qc2 Ng4 14.h3 Nge5 15.b3 Qa5 16.Bd2 

Qa3 17.Bc1 Qa5 18.Bd2 Rb7 19.Na4 Qc7 20.Nb2 Bb5 21.a4 Ba6 22.Bc3 Nxf3+ 

23.exf3 Bxc3 24.Qxc3 Nf6 25.f4 Rab8 26.Nc4 Rb4 27.Nd2 Rd4 28.Nc4 Nxd5 29.Bxd5 

Rxd5 30.Ne3 Rd3 31.Qc2 Qa5 32.Red1 Rc3? 33.Qd2 

^xxxxxxxxY 
|w4wdwdkdy 
|dwdw0pdpy 
|bdw0wdpdy 
|1w0wdwdwy 
|Pdwdw)wdy 
|dP4wHw)Py 
|wdw!w)wdy 
|dRdRdwIwy 
Uzzzzzzzz\ 
33…c4 34.Nd5 Rbxb3 35.Rxb3 Rd3 36.Rb8+ Kg7 37.Qxa5 Rxd1+ 38.Kg2 1-0 

 

 

 

 

B50   R. Kholmov – M. Tal 
Moscow (g/5) 1971 

 

 



1.e4 c5 2.Nc3 d6 3.Nf3 a6 4.a4 g6 5.Bc4 Bg7 6.d3 Nf6 7.h3 O-O 8.O-O Nc6 9.Re1 e5 

10.Nd5 Nxd5 11.Bxd5 Ne7 12.Bc4 h6 13.Be3 Kh7 14.c3 f5 15.exf5 Nxf5 16.Qb3 Ne7 

17.Qc2 Bxh3 18.d4 

 

^xxxxxxxxY 
|rdw1w4wdy 
|dpdwhwgky 
|pdw0wdp0y 
|dw0w0wdwy 
|PdB)wdwdy 
|dw)wGNdby 
|w)Qdw)Pdy 
|$wdw$wIwy 
Uzzzzzzzz\ 
 

18…Rxf3 19.gxf3 cxd4 20.cxd4 Rc8 21.Qb3 Nf5 22.dxe5 

 

^xxxxxxxxY 
|wdr1wdwdy 
|dpdwdwgky 
|pdw0wdp0y 
|dwdw)ndwy 
|PdBdwdwdy 
|dQdwGPdby 
|w)wdw)wdy 
|$wdw$wIwy 
Uzzzzzzzz\ 
 

22…Nd4 23.Bg8+ Kh8 24.Qd5 Bxe5 25.f4 Qxg8 26.Qxg8+ Kxg8 27.fxe5 Nf3+ 

28.Kh1 dxe5 29.Rg1 g5 30.Rg3 g4 31.Rxf3 gxf3 32.Kh2 Bg2 33.Bxh6? Kf7 34.Kg3 

Rh8 35.Bg5 Kg6 36.Bh4 Kf5 37.Rc1 Rg8+ 38.Kh2 Rg4 39.Be7 Rxa4 40.Rc7 Re4 

41.Bd8 Re1 42.Rc5 Kg4  0-1 
 

 

 

 

E14   M. Tal – T. Petrosian 
Moscow (g/5) 1971 

 

 



1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nf3 b6 4.e3 Bb7 5.Bd3 c5 6.Nc3 Be7 7.O-O cxd4 8.exd4 d5 9.b3 O-

O 10.Bb2 Nc6 11.Qe2 Re8 12.Rad1 Rc8 13.Rfe1 Bf8 14.Bb1 g6 15.Ne5 Bg7 16.h3 a6 

17.cxd5 exd5 18.Qf3 b5 19.Ne2 Nxe5 20.dxe5 Nd7 21.e6 Rxe6 22.Bxg7 Kxg7 23.Nd4 

Rxe1+ 24.Rxe1 Qf6 25.Qg4 Ne5 26.Nf5+ Kh8 27.Qd4 Re8 28.Re3 gxf5 29.Qf4 d4 

30.Rg3 d3 31.Bxd3 Nxd3 32.Rxd3 Re1+ 33.Kh2 Qe5 34.Qxe5+ Rxe5 35.Rd7 Be4 

36.Rxf7 Bb1 37.a4 bxa4 38.bxa4 Bc2 39.Kg3 Bxa4 40.Kf4 Rd5 41.Kg5 Kg8 42.Ra7 

Bd7 43.Rxa6 Kf7  0-1 

 

 

 

 

A11   M. Tal – M. Taimanov 
Moscow (g/5) 1971 

 

 

1.g3 d5 2.Nf3 c6 3.c4 Nf6 4.Qc2 Bg4 5.Ne5 Bh5 6.Bg2 e6 7.b3 Nbd7 8.Bb2 Nxe5 

9.Bxe5 Bd6 10.Bb2 0-0 11.d3 Qa5+ 12.Nd2 Nd7 13.a3 Be5 14.b4 Qc7 15.Nf3 Bxb2 

16.Qxb2 dxc4 17.dxc4 c5 18.0-0 cxb4 19.axb4 Qxc4 20.Rfc1 Qb5 21.Rc7 Nf6 22.Nd4 

Qe5 23.Rc5 Qd6 24.Bxb7 Rab8 25.Nb5 Qb6 26.Ba6 Rfd8 27.Qc2 Bg6 28.Qc4 Ne4 

29.f3 Nxc5 30.bxc5 Qc6 31.Nd4 Qd5 32.Qxd5 Rxd5 33.Nc6 Re8 34.Rc1 Kf8 35.Nb4 

Rd4 36.Nc6 Ra4 37.Bb5 Ra2 38.Nb4 Rb2 39.Bxe8 Kxe8 40.c6 Kd8 41.c7+ Kc8 

42.Nc6 Rc2 43.Nxa7+ Kxc7 44.Rxc2+ Bxc2 45.Nb5+ ½-½ 

 
 

 

Riga, , October 1971 
 

 

 

B92   A. Shmits - M. Tal 
Riga (g/5) October 1971 

 

 

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 a6 6.Be2 e5 7.Nb3 Be6 8.f4 Qc7 9.O-O 

 
A few years later White players started to use the more promising and sharper 

continuation 9.g4!? 

 

9...Nbd7 10.f5 Bc4 11.a4 h6 12.Kh1 Be7 13.Be3 O-O 14.a5 Rfc8 15.Ra4 Bxe2 

16.Qxe2 Qc6 17.Rd1 Rc7 18.Nd2 Rac8! 

 
Here Tal clearly shows his philosophy in blitz games. Instead of avoiding the obvious 

threat against the Queen and retreating, e.g. 18...Nf8, he prefers to seize the initiative as 

compensation for material sacrifice. The initiative always wins seconds! Naturally, this 



philosophy is in line with good positional assessment and Tal's instinct that the situation 

is already ripe for tactics. 

 

19.Rc4 Qxc4 20.Nxc4 Rxc4 21.Bf2 

 

^xxxxxxxxY 
|wdrdwdkdy 
|dpdngp0wy 
|pdw0whw0y 
|)wdw0Pdwy 
|wdrdPdwdy 
|dwHwdwdwy 
|w)PdQGP)y 
|dwdRdwdKy 
Uzzzzzzzz\ 
 

Who could imagine before the Queen sacrifice, that from now till the end of the game it 

is White who will be in defense? 

 

21...Rb4! 22.g4 

 
If 22.Rb1? Rxc3! 

 

22...Rxb2 23.Rd3 d5! 24.exd5 Bb4 25.Be1 e4! 26.Nxe4 Bxe1 27.Qxe1 Nxe4 28.Qxe4 

Rcxc2 29.Rd1 Nf6 30.Qf3 Rf2! 31.Qg3 Nxd5! 32.g5 

 
A mistake which shows that White is in big time trouble. Objectively better is 32.Rxd5 

Rxf1+ 33.Qg1 Rxg1+ 34.Kxg1, but when you have no time left in a blitz game, a long 

and difficult endgame is a hopeless story. 

 

32...hxg5 33.Qxg5 Rxh2+ 34.Kg1 Rbg2+! 35.Kf1 

 
Or 35.Qxg2 Rxg2+ 36.Kxg2 Ne3+ and wins. 

 

35...Rxg5  0-1 
 

 

 

 

B53   A. Gipslis - M. Tal 
Riga (g/5) October 1971 

 

 



1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Qxd4 Nc6 5.Bb5 a6 6.Bxc6+ bxc6 7.c4 e5 8.Qd3 Be7 

9.Nc3 Nf6 10.O-O O-O 11.Rd1 Be6 12.Bg5 Qb8 13.b3 Rd8 14.Rac1 Qa7 15.h3 Ne8 

16.Be3 Qc7 17.Na4 Rdb8 18.Qc3 f6 19.c5 d5 20.exd5 cxd5 21.Qe1 Qc6 22.Nb6 Ra7 

23.b4 Nc7 24.a4 Bd8 25.Bd2 Ne8 26.a5 Nc7 27.Bc3 Nb5 28.Bb2 Bc7 29.Nd2 Re8 

30.Nf1 Rb7 31.Rd2 Rbb8 32.Rcd1 Rbd8 33.Qe3 d4 34.Qe2 Bb3 35.Rb1 e4 36.Qg4 

Be6 37.Qh5 Bf7 38.Qg4 Bg6 39.Rbd1 e3? 40.fxe3 Re4 41.Qf3 Qe6 42.exd4 Re1 43.d5 

Qe8 44.d6 Bxb6 45.axb6 Rxd1 46.Rxd1 Be4 47.Qg3 Qe6 48.Ne3 Bc6 49.Ng4 Kf8 

50.Re1 Qd5 51.Re7 Re8 52.Nxf6 Qxg2+ 53.Qxg2 Bxg2 54.Nxh7+ Kg8 55.Rxg7+ Kh8 

56.Kxg2 Rg8 57.Rxg8+  1-0 

 

 

 

St. Petersburg, December 1971 
 

 
The following two games are played in a strong tournament which saw the first three 

places occupied by Korchnoi 14.5 from 17, Tal 13.5 and Taimanov 13.0. The games 

have many interesting aspects, and are typical of Tal's blitz games. 

 

 

 

B06   M. Tal - G. Chepukaitis  
St.Petersburg (g/5) December 1971 

 

 

1.e4 g6 2.d4 Bg7 3.c3 d6 4.f4 Nd7 5.Nf3 e6 6.Bd3 Ne7 7.O-O O-O 8.Nbd2 b6 9.Qe1 

Bb7 10.Qh4 h6 11.e5 Nd5 12.Qg3 a6 13.Ne4 Qe7 14.Bd2 b5 15.Rae1 

 
This game is a model of how White should play against this very old system from the 

previous century. Further, we shall see how, through the use of tactics, it is possible to 

break down Black's fortress. 

 

15...N7b6 16.f5! exf5 17.exd6 Qd8 18.Nc5 Bc6 19.Ne5 cxd6 20.Nxc6 Qc7 21.Bxf5! 

Qxc6 

 
Naturally not 21...gxf5 22.Bxh6 f6 23.Re7. 

 

22.Nb3 Nf6 23.Bd3 Nc4?! 24.Bxh6! Bxh6 25.Rxf6 Bg7 26.Rf2 Rae8 27.Rfe2 Rxe2 

28.Rxe2 a5 

 
The first wave of tactics finished with only a pawn extra, which in a 5-minute game 

means nothing most of the time. 

 

29.Bxc4 Qxc4 30.Nc1 b4 31.Qd3 Qd5 32.h3 Rc8 33.Rc2 Rc7 34.Kh2 Re7 35.Re2 Rc7 

36.Nb3! 

 



Following his philosophy that the initiative is always better than a small amount of 

material, Tal creates a second wave of troubles for Black's monarch at the cost of a pawn. 

 

36...a4 37.Nd2 Qxa2 38.Re8+ Kh7 39.Ne4 

 

^xxxxxxxxY 
|wdwdRdwdy 
|dw4wdpgky 
|wdw0wdpdy 
|dwdwdwdwy 
|p0w)Ndwdy 
|dw)QdwdPy 
|q)wdwdPIy 
|dwdwdwdwy 
Uzzzzzzzz\ 
 

39...Qd5 

 
After 39...Qxb2 White wins by 40.Ng5+ Kh6 41.Qg3. 

 

40.Qe3! f6 41.Qf3! Qf5 

 
Preferable is 41...Qf7 42.Nxd6 Qd7, but I suppose, knowing Tal's quick hand, that Black 

is already at the limits of his time. 

 

42.Qxf5 gxf5 43.Nxd6 bxc3 44.bxc3 Rxc3 45.Ra8 Bh6 46.Nxf5 Bf4+ 47.g3 Rc2+ 

48.Kg1 Bc7 49.Rxa4 Kg6 50.g4 (Time)  1-0 
 

 

 

 

D26   M. Tal - Blekhtsin 
St.Petersburg (g/5) December 1971 

 

 

1.Nf3 d5 2.c4 dxc4 3.e3 Nf6 4.Bxc4 e6 5.d4 Be7?! 

 
Better is 5...c5. 

 

6.O-O O-O 7.Qe2 a6 8.e4! b5 9.Bd3 Bb7 10.Rd1 Nbd7 11.Nc3 b4 12.Na4 Qc8 13.Bg5 

h6 14.Bh4 c5 15.dxc5 Bc6 16.Nb6 Nxb6 17.cxb6 Qb7 18.Ne5! Be8 19.Nc4 Bb5 

20.Bxf6 Bxc4 

 



If 20...Bxf6 21.e5 Be7 22.Be4 Bc6 23.Na5 and White wins. 

 

^xxxxxxxxY 
|rdwdw4kdy 
|dqdwgp0wy 
|p)wdpGw0y 
|dwdwdwdwy 
|w0bdPdwdy 
|dwdBdwdwy 
|P)wdQ)P)y 
|$wdRdwIwy 
Uzzzzzzzz\ 
 

21.Bxg7! Bxd3 22.Qg4 h5 23.Qxh5 Kxg7 24.Rxd3 Rg8 25.Rg3+  1-0 
 

 

 

Moscow , May 11-12, 1972 
 

 

1-2  Karpov, Tukmakov  24.0 (out 32) 

3-4  Korchnoi, Kholmov  20.5 

5.  Vasiukov  19.5 

6. Gufeld  18.0  

7. Tal  17.5 

8. Stein  17.0 

9. Bronstein  16.0 

10-11. Polugaevsky, Taimanov  14.0 

 12-13. Balashov, Lutikov  13.0 

14.  Gipslis  12.0 

15-16.  Vaganian, Lein  10.5 

17.  Antoshin  8.0 

 

 

 

 

C07   M. Tal – V. Korchnoi 

Moscow (g/5) May 11, 1972 

 

 

1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Nd2 c5 4.Ngf3 Nc6 5.Bb5 cxd4 6.Nxd4 Bd7 7.Nxc6 bxc6 8.Bd3 Bd6 

9.Qe2 Ne7 10.e5 Bc7 11.Nf3 Ng6 12.O-O O-O 13.c4 Qe7 14.Bd2 f6 15.Bxg6 hxg6 



16.Rfe1 g5 17.cxd5 cxd5 18.Rac1 Bb6 19.h3 Qf7 20.Be3 Rfc8 21.Rxc8+ Rxc8 

22.Bxb6 axb6 23.Qe3 b5 24.Rc1 Qf8 25.Rxc8 Q xc8 26.Qb6 Qc1+ 27.Kh2 Qf4+ 

28.Kg1 Qc1+  1/2-1/2 

 

 

 

 

A53   Y. Balashov – M. Tal 
Moscow (g/5) 1972 

 

 

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 d6 3.Nc3 Bf5 4.f3 e5 5.e4 exd4 6.Qxd4 Nc6 7.Qd2 Be6 8.b3 g6 9.Bb2 

Bg7 10.Bd3 Ne5 11.Nge2 c6 12.Rd1 O-O 13.Bb1 Bxc4 14.Qxd6 Qa5 15.b4 Qb6 

16.Na4 Qe3 17.Qd2 Qxd2+ 18.Rxd2 Rfe8 19.Nc5 b6 20.Nb3 Bb5 21.Bxe5 Rxe5 

22.Nbd4 Bh6 23.Rd1 Ba4 24.Bc2 Bxc2 25.Nxc2 c5 26.b5 a6 27.bxa6 Rxa6 28.Rd8+ 

Kg7 29.Nc3 b5 30.a3 b4 31.axb4 cxb4 32.Nxb4 Rb6 33.Nd3 Ree6 34.O-O Be3+ 

35.Kh1 Rb3 36.Nd1 Bb6 37.Rb8? Rxd3  0-1 

 

 

 

 

B09   D. Bronstein – M. Tal 
Moscow (g/5) 1972 

 

 

1.e4 d6 2.d4 g6 3.Nc3 Bg7 4.f4 c6 5.Be3 Nf6 6.Nf3 O-O 7.Bd3 Nbd7 8.e5 Ng4 9.Bg1 

c5 10.dxc5 dxe5 11.h3 Nh6 12.fxe5 Nxe5 13.Nxe5 Bxe5 14.Qd2 Nf5 15.g4 Nd4 16.O-

O-O Qa5 17.Bxg6 Nb5 

 

^xxxxxxxxY 
|rdbdw4kdy 
|0pdw0pdpy 
|wdwdwdBdy 
|1n)wgwdwy 
|wdwdwdPdy 
|dwHwdwdPy 
|P)P!wdwdy 
|dwIRdwGRy 
Uzzzzzzzz\ 
 

18.Bd3!! Nxc3 19.Qh6 f5 20.Bc4+ e6 21.Bxe6+ Bxe6 22.Qxe6+ Rf7 23.Qxe5 Nxd1 

24.Bd4 Rd7 25.Qh8+ Kf7 26.Qxh7+ Ke8 27.Qg8+ Ke7 28.Qg5+ Ke8 29.Rxd1 Rad8 



30.c3 Re7 31.Qg8+ Kd7 32.Bf6+ Kc6 33.Qxd8 Qxd8 34.Rxd8 Re2 35.Rd2 Re6 36.g5 

f4 37.Rf2 Kxc5 38.Rxf4 1-0 

 

 

 

 

A14   E. Gufeld – M. Tal 
Moscow (g/5) 1972 

 

 

1.Nf3 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.g3 d5 4.Bg2 Be7 5.O-O O-O 6.b3 c5 7.e3 Nc6 8.Bb2 d4 9.exd4 

cxd4 10.d3 e5 11.Re1 Bd6 12.a3 a5 13.Nbd2 Bf5 14.Qc2 Re8 15.Ng5 Bg6 16.Nge4 

Nxe4 17.Nxe4 Bf8 18.Nd2 Rc8 19.Re2 Bh5 20.Ree1 Kh8 21.Nf3 Bc5 22.Qd2 Bg6 

23.Nh4 Qb6 24.Nxg6+ hxg6 25.Qc2 Re7 26.Re2 Rce8 27.Rae1 Qc7 28.Bc1 Qd6 

29.Qb2 Nd8 30.Qa1 Nc6 31.Qa2 Qf6 32.Bd2 Bb6 33.b4 axb4 34.axb4 Rd8? 35.c5 Bc7 

36.b5 Nb8 37.b6 Bxb6 38.cxb6 Qxb6 39.Ba5 1-0 

 

 
 

 

B52   R. Kholmov – M. Tal 
Moscow (g/5) 1972 

 

 

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.Bb5+ Bd7 4.Bxd7+ Qxd7 5.O-O Nf6 6.Re1 Nc6 7.d3 e6 8.Nbd2 

Be7 9.a4 O-O 10.Nc4 Rad8 11.Bd2 d5 12.Nce5 Nxe5 13.Nxe5 Qc7 14.exd5 Nxd5 

15.Nc4 Bf6 16.Qf3 b6 17.Re4 a6 18.Rb1 Qb8 19.Ne3 b5 20.axb5 axb5 21.Nxd5 Rxd5 

22.b3 Qa8 23.Rbe1 Qa2 24.Qd1 Rfd8 25.g4 Bd4 26.Kg2 R5d7 27.Be3 Bc3 28.Rf1 c4 

29.bxc4 bxc4 30.Qb1 Qa8 31.f3 cxd3 32.cxd3 Rxd3 33.Bf4 g6 34.Bg3 Rd2+ 35.Bf2 

Rb2 36.Qc1 Bg7 37.Rd1 Rc8 38.Qg5 h6 39.Qf4 g5 40.Qg3 Rcc2 41.Rf1 Bf8 42.Kh3 

Qd5 43.Bd4 Rxh2+ 44.Qxh2 Rxh2+ 45.Kxh2 Qc4 46.Rf2 Qd3 47.Kg2 f5 48.Rxe6 

Qxd4 49.gxf5 Qd5 50.Rg6+ Kf7 51.Rc2 Qxf5 52.Rgc6 Be7 53.Rf2 h5 54.Ra6 h4 

55.Rc6 Qf4 56.Rcc2 Qg3+ 57.Kf1 h3 58.Rcd2 Bc5 59.f4 Bxf2 60.Rxf2 h2 61.fxg5+ 

Qxf2+ 62.Kxf2 h1=Q 63.g6+ Kxg6  0-1 
 

 

 

 

B86   A. Lutikov – M. Tal 
Moscow (g/5) 1972 

 

 

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 a6 6.Bc4 e6 7.a3 Be7 8.Ba2 b5 9.O-O O-

O 10.Qe2 Bb7 11.f4 Nbd7 12.Kh1 Nc5 13.e5 dxe5 14.fxe5 Qxd4 15.exf6 Bxf6 16.Be3 

Qe5 



 

^xxxxxxxxY 
|rdwdw4kdy 
|dbdwdp0wy 
|pdwdpgwdy 
|dphw1wdwy 
|wdwdwdwdy 
|)wHwGwdwy 
|B)PdQdP)y 
|$wdwdRdKy 
Uzzzzzzzz\ 
 

17.Rxf6 gxf6 18.Qg4+ Kh8 19.Bd4 Rg8 20.Qxg8+ Rxg8 21.Bxe5 fxe5 22.Rg1 Ne4 

23.Nxe4 Bxe4 24.Bb1 Rd8 25.c3 Bb7 26.h4 Rd2 27.b4 e4 28.Kh2 f5 29.Re1 Kg7 

30.Kg3 Kf6 31.Kf4 Rxg2 32.Ke3 Ke5 33.Rf1 f4+  0-1 
 

 

 

 

C41   M. Tal – V. Antoshin 
Moscow (g/5) 1972 

 

 

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 exd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 Be7 6.g3 d5 7.e5 Ng4 8.e6 Nf6 9.exf7+ 

Kxf7 10.Bg2 c6 11.O-O Re8 12.b3 Na6 13.Bb2 Nc5 14.Re1 Bg4 15.Qd2 Qd7 16.f3 

Bh5 17.Nce2 Bd6 18.Nf4 Bxf4 19.Qxf4 Bg6 20.Ba3 Ne6 

 

^xxxxxxxxY 
|rdwdrdwdy 
|0pd1dk0py 
|wdwdphbdy 
|dwhpdwdwy 
|wdwHw!wdy 
|GPdwdw)wy 
|PdPdwdB)y 
|$wdw$wIwy 
Uzzzzzzzz\ 
 

21.Rxe6! Rxe6 22.Bh3 Rae8 23.Nxe6 Rxe6 24.Qb4 Bxc2 25.Bxe6+ Qxe6 26.Re1 Qc8 

27.Re7+ Kg6 28.g4 b6 29.Qd2 Bb1 30.Qd1 1-0 



 

 

 

 

E92   M. Tlal – D. Bronstein 
Moscow (g/5) 1972 

 

 

1.Nf3 Nf6 2.c4 g6 3.Nc3 Bg7 4.e4 d6 5.d4 O-O 6.Be2 e5 7.Be3 Nc6 8.d5 Ne7 9.Nd2 c6 

10.b4 cxd5 11.cxd5 Bd7 12.a4 h5 13.f3 Ne8 14.a5 f5 15.a6 b6 16.Qb3 Nf6 17.Nb5 Be8 

18.Rc1 f4 19.Bf2 g5 20.Rc3 Ng6 21.Nc7 Rc8 22.Ne6 Qd7 23.Nxf8 Bxf8 24.Qc2 Rxc3 

25.Qxc3 Be7 26.O-O Bd8 27.Rc1 Ne7 28.Nc4 Kf8 29.Na3 Qa4 30.b5 Nd7 31.Bd1 Qa5 

32.Qxa5 bxa5 33.Bxa7 Nb6 34.Bb8 Nbc8 35.Bc7 Bxc7 36.Rxc7 Nb6 37.a7 Na8 

38.Rb7 Nc8 39.Nc4 a4 40.Bxa4  1-0 

 

 

 

 

B30   M. Tal – L. Polugaevsky 
Moscow (g/5) 1972 

 

 

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 e6 3.Nc3 Nc6 4.Bb5 Nge7 5.O-O a6 6.Bxc6 Nxc6 7.d4 cxd4 8.Nxd4 d6 

9.Nxc6 bxc6 10.Qg4 Qf6 11.f4 Be7 12.Be3 O-O 13.Rad1 c5 14.f5 Bb7 15.Rf3 Rfe8 

16.Rdf1 exf5 17.Rxf5 Qe6 18.Bc1 Bf6 19.Re1 Bd4+ 20.Kh1 Bxc3 21.bxc3 Bxe4 

22.Rg5 Qxg4 23.Rxg4 Bxg2+ 24.Kxg2 Rxe1 25.Bf4 Re4 26.Kf3 f5 27.Rg1 d5 28.Rb1 

Ra7 29.Rb6 Rc4 30.Bd2 d4 31.cxd4 cxd4 32.Rd6 Rb7 33.Kf4 d3+ 34.Kxf5 dxc2 

35.Bc1 Rb1 36.Ke6 Re4+ 37.Kd5 Rxc1  0-1 
 

 

 

 

B33   M. Tal – L. Stein 
Moscow (g/5) 1972 

 

 

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 e5 6.Ndb5 d6 7.Bg5 a6 8.Na3 Be6 

9.Nc4 Nd4 10.Ne3 Be7 11.Bd3 O-O 12.Bxf6 Bxf6 13.Ncd5 Bg5 14.O-O Rc8 15.c3 Nc6 

16.Bc2 Na5 17.Qd3 Bxe3 18.Nxe3 Nc4 19.Bb3 b5 20.Qe2 Qb6 21.Nf5 Qc7 22.Rad1 

d5 23.Ng3 dxe4 24.Nxe4 f6 25.Ng3 a5 26.a3 a4 27.Ba2 Qb6 28.Kh1 Rfd8 29.Bb1 Kh8 

30.Qh5 Bg8 31.Qg4 Nxb2 32.Nh5 g6 33.Rxd8 Rxd8 34.Bxg6 Qe6 35.Bf5 Qf7 36.f4 

Nc4 37.fxe5 Ne3 38.e6 Qe7 39.Qf3 Nxf1 40.Qxf1 Bxe6 41.Ng3 Qd6 42.Qf2 Qd1+  0-1 

 

 



 

 

B91   M. Tal – V. Tukmakov 
Moscow (g/5) 1972 

 

 

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.Nc3 a6 4.g3 Nf6 5.Bg2 g6 6.O-O Bg7 7.d4 cxd4 8.Nxd4 O-O 

9.Nde2 Qc7 10.Bg5 Nbd7 11.Qd2 Rb8 12.a4 b6 13.h3 Bb7 14.Rad1 Nc5 15.Qe3 Bc6 

16.Nf4 e6 17.b3 b5 18.axb5 axb5 19.e5 Nfd7 20.exd6 Qb7 21.Bxc6 Qxc6 22.Be7 Rfc8 

23.Nce2 b4 24.Nd3 Ne4 25.Nd4 Qb7 26.Rde1 Nc3 27.Nf3 Nd5 28.Qe4 Nxe7 29.dxe7 

Re8 30.Qxb7 Rxb7 31.Re4 Bc3 32.Nd4 Nf6 33.Rh4 g5 34.Nf5 gxh4 35.Nd6 Rexe7 

36.Nxb7 Rxb7 37.gxh4 Nd5 38.Kg2 Ra7 39.Kf3 Ra1 40.Rxa1 Bxa1 41.Ke4 Bc3 42.f4 

f5+ 43.Kf3 Kf7 44.Nc5 Ke7 45.Nd3 h6 46.Nf2 Nf6 47.Nd3 Nh5 48.Nf2 Nf6 49.Nd3 

Ne4 50.h5 Kd6 51.h4 Kd5  0-1 

 

 

 

 

B92   Tukmakov – M. Tal 
Moscow (g/5) 1972 

 

 

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 a6 6.Be2 e5 7.Nb3 Be7 8.O-O O-O 9.a4 

Be6 10.Be3 Qc7 11.f4 Nbd7 12.f5 Bc4 13.a5 Rad8 14.Kh1 Rc8 15.Ra4 Bxe2 16.Qxe2 

Rfe8 17.Rd1 Bf8 18.Nc1 h6 19.N1a2 d5 20.exd5 e4 21.h3 Qe5 22.Qf2 Bd6 23.g4 Qe7 

24.Nc1 Ne5 25.Rg1 Nf3 26.Rg2 Qe5 27.N1e2 

^xxxxxxxxY 
|wdrdrdkdy 
|dpdwdp0wy 
|pdwgwhw0y 
|)wdP1Pdwy 
|RdwdpdPdy 
|dwHwGndPy 
|w)PdN!Rdy 
|dwdwdwdKy 
Uzzzzzzzz\ 
27…Nxd5? 28.Rxe4 Qxe4 29.Nxe4 Nxe3 30.Nxd6 Nxg2 31.Kxg2 Nh4+ 32.Kg3 1-0 

 

 

 

Lavia (ch blitz) 1972 
 



 
M. Tal won many of the regular blitz championships in his native Latvia, always against 

tough competition. Below are three games from the 1972 playoff. Both players had 

shared first with 18.5 from 21. Tal won the playoff with 3:1. 

 

 

 

M. Tal - A. Shmits 
Latvia (ch blitz) (g/5) playoff, Riga 1972 

 

 

^xxxxxxxxY 
|rdw1n4wiy 
|0wdpdw0wy 
|b0wdpdw0y 
|hw0w)pdwy 
|wdP)wGw)y 
|)w)BdN$wy 
|wdwdw)Pdy 
|$wdQIwdwy 
Uzzzzzzzz\ 
White to move 

 

1.Ng5! Nc7 

 
Necessary. If 1...Bxc4, then 2.Bxc4 Nxc4 3.Qh5, followed by 4.Qg6. 

 

2.Qe2 Qe8 3.Nf3 Qh5 4.d5!? exd5 5.cxd5 c4 

^xxxxxxxxY 
|rdwdw4wiy 
|0whpdw0wy 
|b0wdwdw0y 
|hwdP)pdqy 
|wdpdwGw)y 
|)w)BdN$wy 
|wdwdQ)Pdy 
|$wdwIwdwy 
Uzzzzzzzz\ 
 

6.e6!! 



 

What a surprise! If now 6...cxd3, then 7.Qe5 Rg8 8.Qxc7 dxe6 9.Be5 with a  

decisive attack. 

 

6...Nxd5 7.Be5 Nf6 8.e7! Rf7 9.Bxf6 Rxf6 10.Ne5 Qxe2+ 11.Bxe2 Re8 12.f4! Kh7 

13.Nxd7 Re6? 14.Nf8+.....1-0 

 

 

 

 

B92   A. Shmits - M. Tal 
Latvia (ch blitz) (g-5) playoff, Riga 1972 

 

 

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 a6 6.Be2 e5 7.Nb3 Be7 8.O-O O-O 9.a4 

Nc6 10.f4 Bd7 11.Be3 Nb4 12.a5 Bc6 13.Bb6 Qc8 14.Bd3 d5?! 15.fxe5 Nxe4 16.Bxe4 

dxe4 17.Nd4 Bd7 18.Kh1 Nc6 19.Nd5 Re8 20.Qh5 g6 21.Qh6 Nxe5 

 

^xxxxxxxxY 
|4dqdrdkdy 
|dpdbgpdpy 
|pGwdwdp!y 
|)wdNhwdwy 
|wdwHpdwdy 
|dwdwdwdwy 
|w)PdwdP)y 
|$wdwdRdKy 
Uzzzzzzzz\ 
 
22.Bc7! Ng4 23.Qf4 f5 24.Nb6 g5 25.Qg3 f4 26.Qc3 and White won after few more 

moves  1-0 

 

 

 

 

B82   M. Tal - A. Shmits 
Latvia (ch blitz) (g/5) playoff, Riga 1972  

 

 

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 a6 6.f4 e6 7.Be3 Be7 8.Qf3 Qc7 9.Bd3 

b5 10.O-O Bb7 11.a3 Nbd7 12.g4 g6 13.g5 Nh5 14.Rae1 O-O-O 

 



In case of 14...O-O, expect 15.f5! exf5 (15...Ne5 16.Qh3) 16.Nxf5. But now Black falls  

out of the frying pan into the fire! 

 

^xxxxxxxxY 
|wdk4wdw4y 
|db1ngpdpy 
|pdw0pdpdy 
|dpdwdw)ny 
|wdwHP)wdy 
|)wHBGQdwy 
|w)Pdwdw)y 
|dwdw$RIwy 
Uzzzzzzzz\ 
 

15.Ndxb5 axb5 16.Nxb5 Qa5 17.b4 Qa4 

 
The right defense is 17...Qa8, after which White has nothing forced, but keeps a strong 

initiative with 18.c4, followed eventually by Rc1 and c5. And this will gain time, too! 

 

18.Na7+ Kb8 19.Bb5 Qxa7 

 
Sacrificing the Queen for three minor pieces. The alternative 19...Qxc2 looks dangerous, 

but probably offers more defensive chances. 

 

20.Bxa7+ Kxa7 21.a4 Kb8 22.a5 d5 23.exd5 Bxd5 24.Qf2 h6 25.Rd1 hxg5 26.fxg5 
Bxg5 27.Rd4 Bf6 28.Rd2 Be5 29.Qe3 Bc7 30.c4 Nhf6 31.cxd5 Ng4. and White won 

after few more moves  1-0 

 

 

 

St.Petersburg (City blitz ch) (g/5) Jan.1975 
 

1-3 Tal, Taimanov, Kochiev  16.5 (out 21)  

4. K.Grigorian 15.0 

5. M.Tseitlin 13.5 

6-7. Gufeld, Barkovsky 12.0 

8-9. B.Vladimirov, V.Karasev 11.5 etc. 
 

 

Moscow (g/5) 1975 (Vechernaia Moskva) 
 

1.Korchnoi - 20.0 (out 22) 

2.Tal - 18.0 (no draws) 



3.Donchenko - 16.0 

4.Bronstein - 15.5 

5.Volovich - 13.5 etc. 

 

 

 

 

B97   D.Bronstein - M.Tal 
Moscow (g/5) 1975 

 

 

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 a6 6.Bg5 e6 7.f4 Qb6 8.Qd2 Qxb2 

9.Rb1 Qa3 10.f5 Nc6 11.fxe6 fxe6 12.Nxc6 bxc6 13.e5 dxe5 14.Bxf6 gxf6 15.Be2 h5 

16.Ne4 Be7 17.Rb3 Qa4 18.c4 f5 19.Ng3 h4 20.Nh5 Rh7 21.O-O Bd7 22.Rd1 Bc5+ 

23.Kh1 O-O-O 24.Rdb1 Ba7 25.Qd6 Qxb3 26.Rxb3 Be8 27.Qxe6+ Bd7 28.Qg6 Re7 

29.c5 Be6 30.Bxa6+  1-0 
 

 

 

Moscow, August 1975 

Match  M. Tal – T. Petrosian   4 : 4 
 

 

 

C03   M. Tal – T. Petrosian 
Moscow (m) (g/5) 1975 

 

 

1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Nd2 Ne7 4.Ngf3 Nd7 5.Bd3 c5 6.exd5 Nxd5 7.O-O cxd4 8.Nb3 Nc5 

9.Bb5+ Bd7 10.Bxd7+ Qxd7 11.Qxd4 Qa4 

 

^xxxxxxxxY 
|rdwdkgw4y 
|0pdwdp0py 
|wdwdpdwdy 
|dwhndwdwy 
|qdw!wdwdy 
|dNdwdNdwy 
|P)Pdw)P)y 
|$wGwdRIwy 
Uzzzzzzzz\ 
 



12.c4!! Nxb3 13.axb3 Qxa1 14.cxd5 Qa6 15.Re1 O-O-O 16.Bf4 Rxd5 17.Rc1+ Kd8 

18.Bg5+ Ke8 19.Ne5! b6 20.Qa4+!  1-0 

 

 

 

 

A70   T. Petrosian – M. Tal 
Moscow (m) (g/5) 1975 

 

 

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 4.Nc3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.Nf3 g6 7.Bf4 a6 8.e4 Bg7 9.a4 O-O 

10.Nd2 Nh5 11.Be3 f5?? 12.exf5 gxf5 13.Qxh5 f4 14.Bd3 h6 15.Qg6 Rf6 16.Qh7+ Kf8 

17.O-O Bg4 18.Nc4 fxe3 19.fxe3 Nd7 20.Ne4  1-0 

 

 
 

Moscow (g/5) 1976 
 

 

 

B83   M. Tal - Y. Balashov 
Moscow (g/5) 1976 

 

 

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 e6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 d6 6.f4 Nc6 7.Be3 Be7 8.Be2 O-O 9.O-O 

a6 10.Qe1 Qc7 11.Qg3 Nxd4 12.Bxd4 b5 13.a3 Bb7 14.Rae1 Bc6 15.Kh1 Rae8 16.Bf3 

Rd8 17.Qf2 Qb7 18.e5 dxe5 19.fxe5 Nd7 20.Ne4 Qc7 21.c3 Bxe4 22.Bxe4 Bc5 23.Re3 

Bxd4 24.cxd4 f5 25.Bb1 Nb6 26.Rc3 Qd7 27.Ba2 Nd5 28.Rc5 Rc8 

 

^xxxxxxxxY 
|wdrdw4kdy 
|dwdqdw0py 
|pdwdpdwdy 
|dp$n)pdwy 
|wdw)wdwdy 
|)wdwdwdwy 
|B)wdw!P)y 
|dwdwdRdKy 
Uzzzzzzzz\ 
 

29.Rfc1?! 
 



Instead, after 29.b4! White stands better. 

 

29...Rxc5 30.Rxc5 Rc8 31.Qc2 Rxc5 32.Qxc5 Kf7 33.Bxd5 Qxd5 34.Qxd5 exd5 

35.Kg1 g5 36.g3 h6 37.Kf2 a5 38.Ke3 Ke6 39.Kd3 Kd7 40.Kc3 Ke6...1/2-1/2 
 

 

 

St. Petersburg, (g/5) June 1977 
 

Below are three examples  from the international blitz tournament in St.Petersburg 1977: 

 

1. Tal 13.5 (from 14,)* 

2. B.Vladimirov 9.5 

3.Mariotti 8.5 

4-5. Dementiev, I.Ivanov 8.0 

6-8. Smejkal, Chepukaitis, V.Ivanov 7.0 

9. Antoshin 6.5 

10. Ferster 6.0 

11-12. Radulov, Nepomniasty 5.5 

13-14. Knezevic, M.Tseitlin 4.5 

15. Vaganian 4.0 
 

* This is the official score. Tal won one more game against Taimanov, who withdrew 

after round 5, so his results did not count. Of the 14 games, Tal had only one draw with 

Antoshin. 

 

 

 

B49   M.Tal - B.Vladimirov 
St.Petersburg (g/5) June 1977 

 

 

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 e6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 a6 5.Nc3 Qc7 6.Be2 Nc6 7.O-O Nf6 8.Be3 Bb4 

9.Na4 O-O 10.Nxc6 bxc6 11.Nb6 Rb8 12.Nxc8 Rfxc8 13.Bxa6 Rf8 14.Bd3 Bd6 

15.Kh1 Rxb2 16.Bd4 Rb4 17.c3 Rbb8 18.Bxf6 gxf6 19.Qh5 Be5 

 



^xxxxxxxxY 
|w4wdw4kdy 
|dw1pdpdpy 
|wdpdp0wdy 
|dwdwgwdQy 
|wdwdPdwdy 
|dw)Bdwdwy 
|Pdwdw)P)y 
|$wdwdRdKy 
Uzzzzzzzz\ 
 

20.f4! Bxc3 

 
Or 20…Bxf4 21.e5! and White wins. 

 

21.e5 f5 22.Qg5+  1-0 
For if 22…Kh8 23.Qf6+ Kg8 24.Rf3 Rfc8 25.Rg3+ Kf8 26.Rg7 d5 27.Rxh7 and White 

wins. 

 

 

 

 

M. Tal - M. Taimanov 
St.Petersburg (g/5) June 1977 

 

 

^xxxxxxxxY 
|wdrdrhkdy 
|0w1b p0wy 
|w0wdwdw0y 
|dwdp)wdwy 
|wdp)wGwdy 
|dw)wdPdwy 
|Pdw!wdP)y 
|dBdw$RIwy 
Uzzzzzzzz\ 
 

29.Bxh6! gxh6 30.Qxh6 Qc6 31.Qg5+ Ng6 32.f4 Qe6 33.f5 Qe7 34.f6 Qf8 35.Bxg6 

fxg6 36.Qxg6+ Kh8 37.Rf4  1-0 
 



 

 

 

M. Tal - G. Chepukaitis 
St.Petersburg (g/5) June 1977 

 

 

^xxxxxxxxY 
|rdbdwdkdy 
|dwdw1wgpy 
|p0wdp$pdy 
|dwdp)wHwy 
|wdw)wdwdy 
|dwdBdw!wy 
|P)wdwdP)y 
|dwdwdwIwy 
Uzzzzzzzz\ 
 

23.Nxh7! Bxf6 24.Nxf6+ Kf8 25.Qxg6 Qf7 26.Qg5 Qg7 27.Nh7+ Kf7 28.Qd8 Qh6 

29.Ng5+ Kg7 30.Qe7+ Kg8 31.Bh7+  1-0 
 

 

 

Moscow “Vechernaia Moskva” (g/5), August 1977 
 

1.Tal 19.5 (out 22)  

2-3. Vaganian, Zlotnik 17.5  

4.K. Grigorian 15.5  

5. Gorelov 14.5, 6 

6-8. Dorfman, Mikhalchishin,  A. Petrosian 14.0  etc. 
 

 

 

A13   I. Dorfman - M. Tal 
Moscow (Vechernaia Moskva) (g/5) August 1977 

 

 

1.Nf3 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.g3 d5 4.b3 c5 5.Bg2 Nc6 6.O-O Be7 7.e3 O-O 8.Bb2 b6 9.Nc3 Ba6 

10.d3 Re8 11.Qe2 Qd7 12.Rfd1 Rad8 13.Nb5 Bb7 14.Rab1 a6 15.Nc3 Qc7 16.cxd5 

exd5 17.Rbc1 Bf8 18.d4 Ne4 19.dxc5 Nxc3 20.Bxc3 bxc5 21.Qb2 Qb6 22.Ng5 h6 

23.Nh3 d4 24.exd4 cxd4 25.Bd2 Ne5 26.Ba5 Qxa5 27.Bxb7 Ba3 28.Qb1 Bxc1 29.Rxc1 



d3 30.Nf4 d2 31.Rd1 Qc3 32.Kg2 a5 33.h4 Nd3 34.Nxd3 Rxd3 35.Ba6 Rd6 36.Bb7 

Re1 37.Bf3 Qc1 38.Qf5 Rxd1 39.Bxd1 Rf6 40.Qg4 Re6 41.Bf3  (Time)  0-1 
 

 

 

Moscow “Vechernaia Moskva” (g/5) 1985 
 

 

 

C17   M. Tal - A. Bykhovsky 
Moscow (g/5) 1985 

 

 

1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Nc3 Bb4 4.e5 c5 5.Bd2 Ne7 6.Nb5 Bxd2+ 7.Qxd2 O-O 8.c3 b6 9.f4 

Nf5 10.Nf3 Ba6 11.a4 Bxb5 12.axb5 a5 13.Bd3! 
 

A positional sacrifice of the b5 pawn. If 13.bxa6?!, then after 13...c4 Black stands well. 

 

13...c4 14.Bc2 Qd7 15.O-O Qxb5 16.g4 Ne7 17.f5 exf5 18.gxf5 f6 19.Kh1 Qe8 20.Rg1 

Qh5 21.Qf4 Nbc6 22.e6 Kh8 23.Rg3 Qh6 

 

^xxxxxxxxY 
|rdwdw4wiy 
|0wdwhw0py 
|w0ndP0w1y 
|dwdpdPdwy 
|wdp)w!wdy 
|dw)wdN$wy 
|w)Bdwdw)y 
|$wdwdwdKy 
Uzzzzzzzz\ 
 

24.Qg4 Rg8 25.Rh3 Qe3 26.Re1 Qf2 27.Rxh7+!  1-0 
 

Because of 27…Kxh7 28.Qh5# 

 

 

 

 

B53   O. Nikolenko - M. Tal 
Moscow (g/5) 1985 

 



 

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Qxd4 a6 5.Bg5 Nc6 6.Qd2 h6 7.Bh4 g5 8.Bg3 Bg7 9.Nc3 

Nf6 10.e5 dxe5 11.Qxd8+ Nxd8 12.Nxe5 Nh5 13.Nc4 Nxg3 14.hxg3 Nc6 15.O-O-O b5 

16.Nb6 Rb8 17.Nxc8 Rxc8 18.a4! O-O 19.axb5 axb5 20.Bxb5 Nd4 21.Bd3 Rfd8 

22.Rhe1 e6 23.Nb5 Nb3+ 24.Kb1 Nc5 25.Bf1 Na4 26.c3 Nc5 27.Kc2 Rxd1 28.Rxd1 

Kf8 29.f3 Ke7 30.Ra1 Be5 31.Ra7+ Kf6 32.b4 Bb8 33.Ra8 Nd7 34.Nd6 Rf8 35.Ne4+ 

Ke7 36.Bb5 Nb6 37.Ra5 Nd5 38.Nc5 Rd8 39.Kb3 Be5? 40.Ra7+ Kf6 41.Nd7+ Rxd7 

42.Bxd7 Bxg3 43.c4 1-0 
 

 

 

Reykjavik (g/5) 1986 
 

 

 

D53   M. Tal – H. Olafsson 
Reykjavik (g/5) 1986 

 

 

1.Nf3 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Be7 4.d4 d5 5.Bg5 h6 6.Bh4 b6 7.e3 Bb7 8.Bd3 O-O 9.O-O 

Nbd7 10.Qe2 Ne4 11.Bg3 Nxg3 12.fxg3!? a6 13.Rad1 c5 14.cxd5 Bxd5 15.Bb1 Qe8 

16.g4 cxd4 17.exd4 b5 18.Ne5 Nf6 19.Rd3 b4 20.Nxd5 exd5 21.Rh3 Ne4 22.Bxe4 dxe4 

23.Qxe4 Bg5 24.Rd3 Rd8 25.Qf3 Rd6 26.Rdd1 Qe6 27.b3 Qd5 28.Qxd5 Rxd5 29.Nf3 

Be3+ 30.Kh1 Rc8 31.Rfe1 Bf4 32.g3 Rc3 33.Kg2 Rc2+ 34.Kh3 Bd6 35.Re8+ Bf8 

36.Ra8 Rxa2 37.Re1 Rf2 38.Nh4 f5 39.gxf5 Kf7 40.Ra7+ Kg8 41.Ra8 (Time)  1-0 
 

 

 

 

A53   Y. Seirawan – M. Tal 
Reykjavik (g/5) 1986 

 

 

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 d6 3.Nc3 Nbd7 4.g3 g6 5.Bg2 Bg7 6.e3 e5 7.b3 O-O 8.a4 exd4 9.exd4 

Re8+ 10.Nge2 Nf8 11.O-O h6 12.a5 a6 13.Re1 Rb8 14.h3 Bd7 15.Be3 Qe7 16.Qd2 h5 

17.d5 Bf5 18.Nd4 Qd7 19.Kh2 Re7 20.f3 Rbe8 21.Bf2 Qc8 22.Rxe7 Rxe7 23.Re1 

Rxe1 24.Bxe1 Bd7 25.Bf2 Qe8 26.Be3 Bc8 27.b4 N6d7 28.f4 Nh7 29.Ne4 Nhf6 30.Ng5 

Nh7 31.Ne4 Nhf6 32.Nf2 Bh6 33.Bf3 Qe7 34.Kg2 Bg7 35.g4 hxg4 36.hxg4 Nf8 37.g5 

N6d7 38.Bg4 Qe8 39.Nf3 f5 40.Bh3 Qe7 41.Qd3 Kf7 42.Nd4 Nb8 43.b5 Nbd7 

 



^xxxxxxxxY 
|wdbdwhwdy 
|dp0n1kgwy 
|pdw0wdpdy 
|)PdPdp)wy 
|wdPHw)wdy 
|dwdQGwdBy 
|wdwdwHKdy 
|dwdwdwdwy 
Uzzzzzzzz\ 
 

44.Nxf5 gxf5 45.Bxf5 axb5 46.cxb5 Qe8 47.Kg3 Kg8 48.Ng4 Nc5  (Time)  1-0 

 

 

 

 

D55   M. Tal – E. Geller 
Reykjavik (g/5) 1986 

 

 

1.d4 d5 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.Nf3 Be7 5.Bg5 h6 6.Bxf6 Bxf6  7.e3 O-O 8.Rc1 c6 9.Bd3 

Nd7 10.O-O Nb6 11.b3 Qe7 12.c5 Nd7 13.e4 dxe4 14.Bxe4 Rd8 15.b4 a5 16.a3 axb4 

17.axb4 Ne5 

 

^xxxxxxxxY 
|rdb4wdkdy 
|dpdw1p0wy 
|wdpdpgw0y 
|dw)whwdwy 
|w)w)Bdwdy 
|dwHwdNdwy 
|wdwdw)P)y 
|dw$QdRIwy 
Uzzzzzzzz\ 
 

18.dxe5 Rxd1 19.Rcxd1 Bg5 20.g3 h5 21.Rd3 f5 22.Nxg5 Qxg5 23.Bg2 b6 24.Bxc6 

Rb8 25.cxb6 Rxb6 26.b5 Bb7 27.Rd6 f4 28.Rxe6 f3 29.Re8+ Kh7 30.Rb8 Rxc6 

31.bxc6 Bxc6 32.Nd1 Qxe5 33.Rb4 Bb5 34.Rxb5 Qxb5 35.Ne3  1/2-1/2 
 

 



 

 

B17   J. Arnason – M. Tal 
Reykjavik (g/5) 1986 

 

 

1.e4 c6 2.d4 d5 3.Nd2 dxe4 4.Nxe4 Nd7 5.Ng5 Ngf6 6.Bd3 e6 7.Ne2 Bd6 8.O-O h6 

9.Nf3 Qc7 10.c4 b6 11.Bd2 Bb7 12.b4 c5 13.bxc5 bxc5 14.Ng3 O-O 15.Be3 Rad8 

16.Qe2 Bxf3 17.Qxf3 cxd4 18.Bxd4 Be5 19.Bxe5 Nxe5 20.Qf4 Rxd3 21.Rfe1 Nfd7 

22.Qe4 Qxc4 23.Qb7 Qc6 24.Qb4 Rb8 25.Qh4 Ng6 26.Qg4 Nf6 27.Qe2 Nf4 28.Qf1 

Rc3  0-1 

 

 

 

Brussels (g/5) 1987 
 

 

 

D38   R. Hubner – M. Tal 
Brussels (g/5) 1987 

 

 

1.c4 e6 2.Nf3 Nf6 3.Nc3 d5 4.d4 Bb4 5.Bg5 h6 6.Bxf6 Qxf6 7.e3 c5 8.a3 cxd4 9.exd4 

Bxc3+ 10.bxc3 dxc4 11.Bxc4 Nc6 12.O-O O-O 13.Qe2 b6 14.Bd3 Bb7 15.Qe4 

 

^xxxxxxxxY 
|rdwdw4kdy 
|0bdwdp0wy 
|w0ndp1w0y 
|dwdwdwdwy 
|wdw)Qdwdy 
|)w)BdNdwy 
|wdwdw)P)y 
|$wdwdRIwy 
Uzzzzzzzz\ 
 

15…Rfd8 16.Rfe1 Rac8 17.Rac1 g6 18.Qe3 Kg7 19.Be4 Na5 20.Bxb7 Nxb7 21.Ne5 h5 

22.Qd3 Nd6 23.a4 Rc7 24.a5 bxa5 25.Qa6 Nf5 26.Qxa5 Rdc8 27.Qb4 Qg5 28.Nf3 Qf4 

29.h3 



 

^xxxxxxxxY 
|wdrdwdwdy 
|0w4wdpiwy 
|wdwdpdpdy 
|dwdwdndpy 
|w!w)w1wdy 
|dwdwdNdPy 
|wdwdw)Pdy 
|dwdw$wIwy 
Uzzzzzzzz\ 
 

29…g5! 30.Ne5 g4 31.hxg4 hxg4 32.Qb2 Rh8 33.g3 Qh6 34.Kf1 Nxg3+! 35.fxg3  0-1 

 

 

 

 

E42   G. Kasparov – M. Tal 
Brussels (g/5) 1987 

 

 

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Bb4 4.e3 c5 5.Nge2 cxd4 6.exd4 d5 7.c5 Ne4 8.Bd2 Nxd2 

9.Qxd2 b6 10.a3 Bxc3 11.Nxc3 bxc5 12.dxc5 a5 13.Rc1 Nc6 14.Bb5 Bd7 15.O-O O-O 

16.Na4 Ne5 17.Bxd7 Nxd7 18.Qd4 Qc7 19.c6 Nf6 20.Rc2 Rab8 21.b4 axb4 22.axb4 

Ne4 23.Rb1 Nd6 24.Rc5 Qa7 25.Nc3 Nf5 26.Qf4 d4 27.Ne4 d3 28.c7 Rbc8 29.b5 Qa2 

30.Re1 Qb2 31.h4 Nd4 32.Kh2 Nxb5 33.Re3 d2 34.Rd3 Qb4?? 35.Nf6+ gxf6 36.Qxb4  

1-0 

 

 

 

 

D38   A. Karpov – M. Tal 
Brussels (g/5) 1987 

 

 

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nf3 d5 4.Nc3 Bb4 5.Bg5 h6 6.Bh4 dxc4 7.Qa4+ Nc6 8.Bxf6 Qxf6 

9.a3 Bxc3+ 10.bxc3 O-O 11.Qxc4 e5 12.e3 exd4 13.cxd4 Be6 14.Qc5 Rad8 15.Be2 

Bd5 16.O-O Rfe8 17.Rfe1 Qg6 18.Qc3 Re6 19.Bd3 Be4 20.Rad1 Rd5 21.Bxe4 Rxe4 

22.g3 h5 23.Qd3 Qe6 24.Qf1 Qf6 25.Qg2 Re8 26.Nd2 Ra5 27.Rb1 Rxa3 28.Ne4 Qg6 

29.Nc5 Ra2 30.Nxb7 Ne7 31.Nc5 Nf5 32.Qf3 Nd6 33.Qf4 a5 34.Rbc1 Re7 35.Ra1 

Rxa1 36.Rxa1 Nc4 37.Qf3 Qc2 38.Qxh5 Nd2 39.Qe2 Qc3 40.Kg2 Qxa1 41.Qxd2 



Qb1? 42.Qxa5 Qb6 43.Qa8+ Kh7 44.Qd5 Qd6 45.Qh5+ Kg8 46.Qg4 Qd5+ 47.Kh3 g6 

48.Qh4 Re8 49.Qf6 Qh5+ 50.Kg2 Qd5+ 51.Kg1 (Time)  1-0 

 

 

 

 

D38   V. Korchnoi – M. Tal 
Brussels (g/5) 1987 

 

 

1.Nf3 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 d5 4.d4 Bb4 5.cxd5 exd5 6.Bg5 h6 7.Bh4 g5 8.Bg3 Ne4 9.Nd2 

Nxc3 10.bxc3 Bxc3 11.Rc1 Bb2 12.Bxc7 Qe7 13.Rc2 Bxd4 14.Bxb8 Rxb8 15.e3 Bf5 

16.Rc1 O-O.Be2 Bb2 18.O-O Bxc11 19.Qxc1 Rbc8 20.Qa1 Rc2 21.Rd1 Rfc8 22.Bf3 

Qb4 23.Nb3 Qc3 24.g4 Be4 25.Qxc3 R8xc3 26.Bxe4 dxe4 27.Rd7 Rxa2 28.Nd4 Rb2 

29.Nf5 Rc1+ 30.Kg2 Rcc2 31.Nxh6+ Kh7 32.Nxf7 Rxf2+ 33.Kg1 Rfd2 34.Nxg5+ Kg6 

35.Rxd2 Rxd2 36.Nxe4 Re2 37.Nd6 b6 38.h4 a5 39.h5+ Kg5 40.Ne4+ Kh6 41.Ng3 

Rc2 42.Nf5+ Kg5 43.Nd4 Rb2 44.Ne6+ Kh6 45.Nd4 a4 46.Nf5+ Kg5 47.h6 Kg6 48.g5 

a3 49.Ne7+ Kh7 50.Nd5 a2 51.Nf6+ Kg6  0-1 

 

 

 

 

E14   B. Larsen – M. Tal 
Brussels (g/5) 1987 

 

 

1.d4 Nf6 2.Nf3 c5 3.e3 b6 4.c4 cxd4 5.exd4 e6 6.Nc3 Bb7 7.Bd3 d5 8.cxd5 Nxd5 9.O-

O Be7 10.Re1 O-O 11.Ne5 Nd7 12.Bd2 Nxe5 13.dxe5 Nb4 14.Be4 Bxe4 15.Rxe4 Nd3 

16.Qg4 Nxf2 17.Kxf2 Qxd2+ 18.Re2 Bc5+ 19.Kf1 Qd4 20.Qxd4 Bxd4 21.Nb5 Bc5 

22.Rd1 a6 23.Nc3 Rfd8 24.Red2 Rxd2 25.Rxd2 Kf8 26.Ne4 Ke7 27.Nxc5 bxc5 28.Rc2 

Rc8 29.Rc4 f6 30.Rh4 h6 31.exf6+ Kxf6 32.Ke2 Rb8 33.b3 Rb4 34.Rh5 Re4+ 35.Kd3 

Rd4+ 36.Kc3 Rd5 37.Rh4 Ke5 38.Ra4 Rd6 39.Ra5 Kd5 40.b4 Rc6 41.a4 e5 42.h4 e4 

43.h5 Ke5 44.b5 axb5 45.axb5 Rf6 46.Ra2 Rf1 47.Rb2 Rf7 48.Kc4 e3 49.b6 Rb7 

50.Kxc5 Ke4 51.Kc6 Rb8 52.b7 Kd3 53.Kc7 Rxb7+ 54.Kxb7 e2 55.Rb1 Kd2 56.Rb2+ 

Ke3 57.Rb1 Kf2 58.Kc6 e1Q 59.Rxe1 Kxe1 60.Kd5 Kf2 61.Ke6 Kg3 62.Kf7 Kg4 

63.Kg6 Kh4 64.g3+ Kg4 65.Kxg7  1/2-1/2 

 

 

 

 

D38   L. Ljubojevic – M. Tal 
Brussels (g/5) 1987 

 

 



1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nf3 d5 4.Nc3 Bb4 5.Bg5 h6 6.Bxf6 Qxf6 7.e3 c5 8.cxd5 exd5 

9.Bb5+ Bd7 10.Bxd7+ Nxd7 11.Qb3 Bxc3+ 12.bxc3 Qc6 13.O-O O-O 14.Rab1 b6 

15.Rfd1 Rfd8 16.c4 dxc4 17.Qxc4 Rac8 18.dxc5 bxc5 19.Rd2 Nb6? 

^xxxxxxxxY 
|wdr4wdkdy 
|0wdwdp0wy 
|whqdwdw0y 
|dw0wdwdwy 
|wdQdwdwdy 
|dwdw)Ndwy 
|Pdw$w)P)y 
|dRdwdwIwy 
Uzzzzzzzz\ 
20.Rxd8+ Rxd8 21.Qxf7+! Kxf7 22.Ne5+ Ke6 23.Nxc6 Rd2 24.Nxa7 Nd5 25.a3 c4 

26.Nb5 c3 27.Rc1 Ke5 28.Kf1 Rb2 29.Nxc3 Nb6 30.Rb1  1-0 

 

 

 

 

B10   N. Short – M. Tal 
Brussels (g/5) 1987 

 

 

1.e4 c6 2.c4 d5 3.exd5 cxd5 4.cxd5 Nf6 5.Nc3 Nxd5 6.Nf3 Nxc3 7.bxc3 g6 8.d4 Bg7 

9.Bd3 O-O 10.O-O Nc6 11.Re1 b6 12.Bg5 Bb7 13.Qa4 Qd6 14.Bh4 Rac8 15.Rad1 e6 

16.Bg3 Qd7 17.Be4 Rfd8 18.c4 Na5 19.Qxd7 Rxd7 20.Bxb7 Rxb7 21.d5 Nxc4 22.dxe6 

fxe6 23.Rxe6 Nb2 24.Rb1 Nd3 25.h4 Nc5 26.Re2 Na4 27.Rbe1 Nc3 28.Rd2 Nb5 

29.Re4 Nc3 30.Re3 Nb5 31.Ng5 Bf6 32.Ne4 Be7 33.h5 Na3 34.hxg6 hxg6 35.Bf4 Rc1+ 

36.Kh2 Nc4 37.Rg3 Nxd2 38.Bxd2 Rc6 39.f4 Kf7 40.Bc3 Rd7 41.Be5 Rc4 42.Nf2 Rc2 

43.Ne4 Rxa2 44.Rh3 Ke6 45.Rh6 Ra4 46.Ng3 Kd5 47.Rxg6 Bd6 48.Bxd6 Rxd6 

49.Rg7 Rxf4 50.Kg1 a5 51.Nh5 Rb4 52.g4 Rb2 53.Nf4+ Ke4 54.Ng2 Rd1+ 55.Kh2 

Rdd2 56.Re7+ Kf3 57.Re3+ Kxg4 58.Rg3+ Kf5 59.Kh3 Rxg2 60.Rxg2 Rxg2 61.Kxg2 

a4 62.Kf3 a3 63.Ke3 a2 64.Kd3 a1Q 65.Kc4 Qa5 66.Kb3 Qc5 67.Kb2 Ke4 68.Kb3 

Kd3 69.Ka4 Qc6+ 70.Kb4 Kc2 71.Ka3 Qb5 72.Ka2 Qa4#  0-1 

 

 

 

 

E18   G. Sosonko – M. Tal 
Brussels (g/5) 1987 

 

 



1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.g3 d5 4.Bg2 Be7 5.Nf3 O-O 6.O-O Na6 7.Nc3 b6 8.Ne5 Bb7 9.b3 c5 

10.Bb2 Qb8 11.cxd5 exd5 12.Nd3 cxd4 13.Nb5 Nc5 14.Nxd4 Nce4 15.Nf5 Qd8 

16.Nxe7+ Qxe7 17.Nf4 Rad8 18.Qd4 Rfe8 19.Rac1 Qd7 20.Bh3 Qd6 21.e3 Ng5 

22.Bg2 Qd7 23.Rc2 Rc8 24.Rfc1 Rxc2 25.Rxc2 Qg4 26.Qd3 Nf3+ 27.Bxf3 Qxf3 

28.Bxf6 d4 29.e4 Qxd3 30.Nxd3 Bxe4 31.Bxd4 Bxd3 32.Rd2  1/2-1/2 

 

 

 

 

C07   M. Tal – R. Hubner 
Brussels (g/5) 1987 

 

 

1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Nd2 c5 4.Ngf3 cxd4 5.exd5 Qxd5 6.Bc4 Qd6 7.O-O Nf6 8.Nb3 Nc6 

9.Nbxd4 Nxd4 10.Nxd4 a6 11.b3 Qc7 12.Bb2 Bd6 13.Nf3 b5 14.Bd3 Bb7 15.h3 O-O 

16.Qe2 h6 17.Ne5 Rfd8 18.f4 Bc5+ 19.Kh2 Bd4 20.Bxd4 Rxd4 21.Rad1 Rad8 22.Qe3 

R4d6 23.c4 bxc4 24.Nxc4 Rd5 25.Ne5 a5 26.Rc1 Qd6 27.Be2 Rd4 28.Nc4 Qb4 29.Bf3 

Rd3 30.Qe2 Bxf3 31.Rxf3 Rxf3 32.Qxf3 a4 33.Ne5 axb3 34.axb3 Nd5 35.Nc6 Qa3 

36.Rd1 Re8 37.f5?? Qd6+ 38.Qg3 Qxc6 39.Re1 Qc7 40.Re5 f6 41.Rxe6 Qxg3+ 

42.Kxg3 Rxe6 43.fxe6 Kf8 44.Kg4 g6 45.h4 h5+ 46.Kf3 Ke7 47.g4 Kxe6 48.gxh5 gxh5 

49.Ke4 f5+ 50.Kd4 Ne7 51.b4 Nc6+ 52.Kc5 Nxb4 53.Kxb4 f4 54.Kc4 Kf5 55.Kd3 

Kg4 56.Ke2  0-1 

 

 

 

 

B10   M. Tal – A. Karpov 
Brussels (g/5) 1987 

 

 

1.e4 c6 2.c4 d5 3.exd5 cxd5 4.cxd5 Nf6 5.Nc3 Nxd5 6.Nf3 Nxc3 7.bxc3 g6 8.d4 Bg7 

9.Bd3 O-O 10.O-O Nc6 11.Re1 Re8 12.Bg5 Be6 

^xxxxxxxxY 
|rdw1rdkdy 
|0pdw0pgpy 
|wdndbdpdy 
|dwdwdwGwy 
|wdw)wdwdy 
|dw)BdNdwy 
|Pdwdw)P)y 
|$wdQ$wIwy 
Uzzzzzzzz\ 



 

13.Rxe6 fxe6 14.Bc4 Qd6 15.Qe2 Nd8 16.Re1 Rc8 17.Nd2 Kh8 18.Ne4 Qc7 19.Bb3 e5 

20.h4 exd4 21.h5 gxh5 22.Qxh5 Rf8 23.Bc2 Qe5 

 

^xxxxxxxxY 
|wdrhw4wiy 
|0pdw0wgpy 
|wdwdwdwdy 
|dwdw1wGQy 
|wdw0Ndwdy 
|dw)wdwdwy 
|PdBdw)Pdy 
|dwdw$wIwy 
Uzzzzzzzz\ 
 

24.Ng3!! Qxe1+ 25.Kh2 h6 26.Bxh6 Kg8 27.Bxg7 Rxf2 28.Qh7+ Kf7 29.Qg6+ Kg8 

30.Bh6+  1-0 

 

 

 

 

B85   M. Tal – G. Kasparov 
Brussels (g/5) 1987 

 

 

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 a6 6.Be2 e6 7.O-O Be7 8.f4 O-O 9.Kh1 

Qc7 10.a4 Nc6 11.Be3 Re8 12.g4 Nxd4 13.Qxd4 Nd7 14.g5 b6 15.Bf3 Bb7 16.Bg2 Bf8 

17.Qd2 Rac8 18.f5 Qc4 19.g6 

 

^xxxxxxxxY 
|wdrdrgkdy 
|dbdndp0py 
|p0w0pdPdy 
|dwdwdPdwy 
|PdqdPdwdy 
|dwHwGwdwy 
|w)P!wdB)y 
|$wdwdRdKy 
Uzzzzzzzz\ 
 



19…hxg6 20.fxg6 fxg6 21.Qf2 Nf6 22.Qg3 e5 23.Qxg6 Qe6 24.Rae1 b5 25.axb5 axb5 

26.Bg5 Nh7 27.Qxe6+ Rxe6 28.Be3 Ree8 29.Rf2 Nf6 30.Bg5 b4 31.Nd5 Nxd5 32.exd5 

Rc5 33.Rd2 Rc4 34.Re4 Rec8 35.Rxc4 Rxc4 36.Bh3 Bc8 37.Be6+ Bxe6 38.dxe6 Rc7 

39.Kg2 Kh7 40.Rf2 Be7 41.Be3 Kg6 42.Kg3 Bf6 43.h4 d5 44.Kg4 Rc4+ 45.Kh3 Rc6 

46.Kg4 Rxe6 47.Bg5 Bxg5 48.hxg5 e4 49.Rd2 e3 50.Re2 Re4+ 51.Kf3 Kxg5 52.Rg2+ 

Kf6 53.Ke2 g5 54.Rh2 g4 55.Rh8 Kg5 56.Rg8+ Kh4 57.Rd8 g3 58.Kf3 Kh3?? 

59.Rh8+ Rh4 60.Rg8 Kh2 61.Rxg3 Re4 62.Rg2+ Kh3 63.Re2 Rc4 64.Kxe3 Kg4 

65.Kd3 Kf4 66.Re1  1/2-1/2 
 

 

 

 

C07   M. Tal – V. Korchnoi 
Brussels (g/5) 1987 

 

 

1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Nd2 c5 4.exd5 Qxd5 5.Ngf3 cxd4 6.Bc4 Qd6 7.O-O Nf6 8.Nb3 Nc6 

9.Nbxd4 Nxd4 10.Nxd4 a6 11.b3 Be7 12.Bb2 O-O 13.Qf3 Qc7 14.Rfe1 b5 15.Bd3 

Bb7 16.Qh3 Bc8 17.Nxb5 axb5 18.Bxf6 g6 19.Be5 Bd6 20.Bxd6 Qxd6 21.Bxb5 Bb7 

22.Bd3 Ra3 23.Qg3 Qe7 24.h4 Rfa8 25.h5 R3a5 26.hxg6 Rg5 27.gxf7+ Kf8 28.Qf4 

Bxg2 29.Re3 e5 30.Qh2 Bf3+ 31.Kf1 Rh5 32.Qg1 Rh1 33.Rxf3 Rxg1+ 34.Kxg1 e4 

35.Re3 Qf6 36.Rae1 

 

^xxxxxxxxY 
|rdwdwiwdy 
|dwdwdPdpy 
|wdwdw1wdy 
|dwdwdwdwy 
|wdwdpdwdy 
|dPdB$wdwy 
|PdPdw)wdy 
|dwdw$wIwy 
Uzzzzzzzz\ 
 

36…exd3 37.Re8+ Kxf7 38.Rxa8 d2 39.Rd1 Qg6+ 40.Kf1 Qxc2 41.Ra7+ Kf6 

42.Ra6+ Ke5 43.Ke2 Qe4+ 44.Kxd2 Qd4+ 45.Kc2 Qxf2+ 46.Rd2 Qc5+ 47.Kb1 Qg1+ 

48.Kb2 h5 49.Ra5+ Kf4 50.Rxh5 Qg7+ 51.Kb1 Qg6+ 52.Kb2 Qxh5 53.Rc2 Ke3 

54.Rc4 Kd3 55.a4 Qh2+ 56.Kb1 Qd2 57.Rc8 Qd1+ 58.Kb2 Qe2+ 59.Kb1 Qf1+ 

60.Kb2 Qg2+ 61.Kb1 Qg4 62.Rc4 Qg2 63.Rc8 Qe2 64.Rc4  1/2-1/2 

 

 



 

 

C91   M. Tal – B. Larsen 
Brussels (g/5) 1987 

 

 

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 a6 4.Ba4 Nf6 5.O-O Be7 6.Re1 b5 7.Bb3 d6 8.c3 O-O 9.d4 

Bg4 10.Be3 Bh5 11.h3 Re8 12.Nbd2 Bf8 13.d5 Na5 14.Bc2 Qd7 15.Nf1 c6 16.dxc6 

Qxc6 17.Ng3 Bg6 18.Bg5 Nd7 19.Nf5 Nb6 20.N3h4 Nac4 21.Rb1 a5 22.Bd3 Rac8 

23.b3 Na3 24.Rc1 d5 25.Qe2 f6 26.Bd2 Red8 27.Qg4 Qe8 28.Be3 Bc5 29.Bxc5 Rxc5 

30.exd5 Nxd5 31.Nxg6 hxg6 32.Nh4 Nf4 33.Bxg6 Nxg6 34.Nxg6 Rd2 35.Re3 b4 

36.Rg3 Rxc3 37.Rcxc3 bxc3 38.Rxc3 Rxa2?? 39.Rc8  1-0 

 

 

 

 

B06   M. Tal – L. Ljubojevic 
Brussels ()g/5 1987 

 

 

1.d4 g6 2.e4 Bg7 3.Nc3 d6 4.Nf3 Bg4 5.Be2 Nc6 6.Ng1 Bd7 7.Be3 e5 8.Nf3 Nf6 9.O-O 

O-O 10.d5 Ne7 11.Ne1 Ne8 12.Nd3 f5 13.f4 fxe4 14.Nxe4 Nxd5 15.Qd2 Nxe3 16.Qxe3 

Bh6 17.Qg3 Bc6 18.Nc3 exf4 19.Nxf4 Ng7 20.Bc4+ Kh8 21.Rae1 Rxf4 22.Rxf4 Nh5 

23.Qg4 Bxf4 24.Bd3 Qg5 25.Qh3 Be5 26.Ne4 Bxe4 27.Bxe4 c6 28.Bf3 Rf8 29.Kh1 Rf4 

30.Qc8+ Kg7 31.Qxb7+ Rf7 32.Qxc6 Qh4 33.g3 Nxg3+ 34.Kg1 Qg5 35.Qd5 Ne4+ 

36.Bg2 Qf4 37.Qxf7+ Kxf7 38.Rf1 Bd4+ 39.Kh1 Nf2+ 40.Kg1 Kg7 41.c3 Ng4+ 

42.Kh1 Qxh2#  0-1 

 

 

 

 

C09   M. Tal – N. Short 
Brussels (g/5) 1987 

 

 

1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Nd2 c5 4.Ngf3 Nc6 5.exd5 exd5 6.Bb5 Bd6 7.dxc5 Bxc5 8.Nb3 Bd6 

9.O-O Nge7 10.h3 O-O 11.c3 a6 12.Bd3 Bc7 13.Bc2 Nf5 14.Qd3 Qd6 15.g4 g6 16.gxf5 

Bxf5 17.Qd2 Bxh3 18.Qh6 Qd7 19.Qh4 Bxf1 20.Kxf1 Ne5 21.Nfd4 Rfe8 22.Bf4 Nc4 

23.Nc5 Qc8 24.Nd3 Bxf4 25.Nxf4 Nxb2 26.Nh5 Qc4+ 27.Kg2 Re6 28.Nf6+ Rxf6 

29.Qxf6 Qxc3 30.Rh1 Rf8 

 



^xxxxxxxxY 
|wdwdw4kdy 
|dpdwdpdpy 
|pdwdw!pdy 
|dwdpdwdwy 
|wdwHwdwdy 
|dw1wdwdwy 
|PhBdw)Kdy 
|dwdwdwdRy 
Uzzzzzzzz\ 
 

31.Rh3 Qd2 32.Nf5! 1-0 

 

 

 

 

E29   M. Tal – G. Sosonko 
Brussels (g/5) 1987 

 

 

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Bb4 4.e3 c5 5.Bd3 Nc6 6.a3 Bxc3+ 7.bxc3 d6 8.Ne2 e5 9.e4 O-

O 10.O-O exd4 11.cxd4 cxd4 12.Bb2 Re8 13.f3 Qb6 14.Rb1 Qc5 15.Kh1 Be6 16.Rc1 

Nd7 17.Bb1 Qb6 18.Ba1 Nde5 19.Nxd4 Bxc4 20.Nxc6 bxc6 21.Re1 Rad8 22.f4 Bb3 

23.Qe2 Ng6 24.Qg4 Qf2 25.Rf1 Qh4 26.Qxh4 Nxh4 27.f5! d5 28.g3 dxe4 29.gxh4 e3 

30.Rfe1 Rd2 31.Kg1 Bd5 32.Rc2 Rb8 33.Bc3 Be4 

 

^xxxxxxxxY 
|w4wdwdkdy 
|0wdwdp0py 
|wdpdwdwdy 
|dwdwdPdwy 
|wdwdbdw)y 
|)wGw0wdwy 
|wdR4wdw)y 
|dBdw$wIwy 
Uzzzzzzzz\ 
 

34.Bxd2 exd2 35.Rxd2 Bxb1 36.Rd7 
 

36.Rb2! wins. 



 

36…Bxf5 37.Rxa7 h5 38.Rc7 Rb2 39.Rxc6 Ra2 40.Rc3 Be6 41.Re5 g6 42.Ra5 Kg7 

43.a4 Bd7 44.Rc4 Be6 45.Rd4 Kf6 46.Rc5 Ke7 47.a5 Kf6 48.Rb4 Ke7 49.Rb6 Bf5 

50.a6 Kd7 51.Rc3 Be4 52.Re3 Bc6 53.Rc3 (Time)  1-0 

 

 

 

 

C84   M. Tal – J. Timman 
Brussels (g/5) 1987 

 

 

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 a6 4.Ba4 Nf6 5.O-O b5 6.Bb3 Bb7 7.d3 Be7 8.Nc3 d6 9.a4 b4 

10.Nd5 Nxd5 11.Bxd5 Na5 12.Bxb7 Nxb7 13.d4 Bf6 14.dxe5 dxe5 15.Qe2 Qd6 

16.Rd1 Qc6 17.Rd5 O-O 18.Nxe5 Bxe5 19.Rxe5 Rfe8 20.Rxe8+ Rxe8 21.f3 f5 22.e5 

Qc5+ 23.Kf1 Qxe5 24.Qxe5 Rxe5 25.Bd2 c5 26.c3 a5 27.Re1 Rd5 28.Bf4 Kf7 29.Re5 

Rd1+ 30.Kf2 Rb1 31.Rxf5+ Kg6 32.Re5 Rxb2+ 33.Re2 bxc3 34.Be5 Rxe2+ 35.Kxe2 

c4 36.Bxc3 Nc5 37.Ke3 Nxa4 38.Bxa5 Nc5 39.Bc3 Ne6 40.Ke4 Kf7 41.Be5 g6 42.Kd5 

c3  1/2-1/2 

 

 

 

 

B07   M. Tal – E. Torre 
Brussels (g/5) 1987 

 

 

1.e4 d6 2.d4 Nf6 3.Nc3 g6 4.Be3 c6 5.Qd2 Nbd7 6.O-O-O Qa5 7.Kb1 b5 8.Bd3 Nb6 

9.Nd5 Qxd2 10.Nxf6+ exf6 11.Rxd2 Nc4 12.Bxc4 bxc4 13.Ne2 f5 14.Nc3 Be7 15.Bh6 

fxe4 16.d5 c5 17.Nxe4 Bf5 18.Re1 Kd8 19.Ng3 Bd7 20.Bg7 Re8 21.Bc3 Kc7 22.Ba5+ 

Kb7 23.Ne4 f5 24.Ng3 Bh4 25.Rde2 Rxe2 26.Rxe2 Re8 27.Rxe8 Bxe8 28.Kc1 Bf7 

29.f3 Bxd5 30.Kd2 Bg5+ 31.Kd1 Bf4 32.Bc3 Bc6 33.Bd2 Be5 34.c3 d5 35.Nf1 d4 

36.Ke2 Bd5 37.Ng3 Kc6 38.Nf1 a5 39.Ng3 a4 40.a3 Kd7 41.Kd1 Ke6 42.Ke2 h5 

43.Nf1 h4 44.h3 Bc6 45.Bc1 Bf4 46.Bd2 Ke5 47.Ke1 Bd7 48.Ke2 g5 49.Ke1 g4 

50.hxg4 fxg4 51.fxg4 Bxg4 52.Bxf4+ Kxf4 53.Nd2 Be6 54.Kf2 Bd5 55.Nf1 Be4 56.Nd2 

Bd5 57.Nf1 Ke4 58.Ke2 d3+ 59.Kf2 d2 60.Nxd2+ Kd3 61.Nf1 Kc2 62.Ne3+ Kxb2 

63.Nxd5 Kxa3 64.Nb6 Kb3 65.Nxa4 Kxa4  0-1 

 

 

 

 

B40   M. Tal – J. van der Wiel 
Brussels (g/5) 1987 

 

 



1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 e6 3.b3 Nf6 4.e5 Nd5 5.Bb2 Nc6 6.c4 Nc7 7.Nc3 d6 8.exd6 Bxd6 9.Ne4 

O-O 10.d4 cxd4 11.Nxd6 Qxd6 12.Nxd4 Qb4+ 13.Qd2 Qxd2+ 14.Kxd2 Rd8 15.Ke3 

Bd7 16.Rd1 e5 17.Nxc6 Bxc6 18.Rxd8+ Rxd8 19.Be2 f6 20.f3 Ne6 21.Rd1 Rxd1 

22.Bxd1 h5 23.b4 Be8 24.Bc2 h4 25.c5 Bf7 26.Be4 Nf4 27.Bxb7 Bxa2 28.b5 Nxg2+ 

29.Ke4 Nf4 30.b6 axb6 31.cxb6 Ne6 32.Bd5 Bxd5+ 33.Kxd5 Nd8 34.Kd6 Kf7 35.Kc7 

Ke8 36.Bc3 h3 37.Bb4 g5 38.Bd6 Ne6+ 39.Kc8 Nd8 40.Kc7 Ne6+ 41.Kc8 Nd8 

 

^xxxxxxxxY 
|wdKhkdwdy 
|dwdwdwdwy 
|w)wGw0wdy 
|dwdw0w0wy 
|wdwdwdwdy 
|dwdwdPdpy 
|wdwdwdw)y 
|dwdwdwdwy 
Uzzzzzzzz\ 
 

42.Bc5 f5 43.Be3 f4 44.Bc5 e4 45.fxe4 g4 46.e5? 
 

Correct is 46.Bd6! 

 

46…g3 47.e6 gxh2 48.e7 Nc6 49.b7 h1=Q 50.Kc7 Nb8 51.Kxb8 Qc6 52.Bg1 Kxe7 

53.Ka7 Qa4+ 54.Kb6 Qb3+ 55.Kc7 f3 56.Bb6 Qc4+ 57.Kb8 Kd7 58.Ka8 Qa4+ 

59.Ba7 Qc6 60.Bf2 h2 61.Ka7 Qxb7+ 62.Kxb7 h1Q 63.Kb6 Qb1+ 64.Kc5 Qc2+ 

65.Kd5 Qxf2 66.Ke5 Kc6 67.Ke4 Kc5 68.Ke5 Qe3+ 69.Kf5 Kd6 70.Kf6 Qf4+ 71.Kg6 

Ke6 72.Kh5 Qg3 73.Kh6 Kf6 74.Kh7 Qg7#  0-1 

 

 

 

 

C88   J. Timman – M. Tal 
Brussels (g/5) 1987 

 

 

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 a6 4.Ba4 Nf6 5.O-O Be7 6.Re1 b5 7.Bb3 O-O 8.a4 Bb7 9.d3 

Re8 10.Nc3 b4 11.Nd5 Na5 12.Ba2 b3 13.Nxf6+ Bxf6 14.cxb3 c5 15.b4 cxb4 16.Bd2 

Nc6 17.Bd5 a5 18.Rc1 Rc8 19.Be3 d6 20.Qb3 Qd7 21.Rc2 Nd4 22.Bxd4 Bxd5 23.exd5 

exd4 24.Rxe8+ Rxe8 25.h3 h6 26.Kf1 Bd8 27.Re2 Rxe2 28.Kxe2 Bb6 29.Qc2 Bc5 

30.b3 Qf5 31.Qc4 Qg6 32.Kf1 Qf5 33.Nd2 Qf4 34.Ne4 Bb6 35.g4 g6 36.Kg2 h5 

37.gxh5 gxh5 38.Qc8+ Kg7 39.Ng3 Qg5 40.Qf5 Qxf5 41.Nxf5+ Kf6 42.Nxd6 Bd8 

43.Nc4 Kf5 44.Kf3 Bc7 45.d6 Bd8 46.d7 Ke6 47.Ke4 Kxd7 48.Kxd4 Ke6 49.Ke4 f5+ 



50.Ke3 Kd5 51.d4 Bg5+ 52.Kd3 Bf6 53.Ne3+ Ke6 54.Nc4 Kd5 55.Nxa5 Bxd4 56.f3 

Bb6 57.Nc4 Bc7 58.Ne3+ Ke5 59.Ng2 Kd5 60.Nh4 Ke5 61.Ng2 Kd5 62.f4 Bd6  1-0 

 

 

 

 

D38   E. Torre – M. Tal 
Brussels (g/5) 1987 

 

 

1.d4 Nf6 2.Nf3 e6 3.c4 d5 4.Nc3 Bb4 5.Bg5 h6 6.Bxf6 Qxf6 7.cxd5 exd5 8.a3 Bxc3+ 

9.bxc3 c5 10.e3 Nc6 11.Be2 O-O 12.O-O Be6 13.Qa4 Qe7 14.Rfd1 Rac8 15.Rab1 Rc7 

16.Bb5 Bf5 17.Rb2 cxd4 18.cxd4 Rfc8 19.Rbd2 Bg4 20.Be2 b6 21.Qb3 Qd6 22.Qa2 

Na5 23.Ne5 Bxe2 24.Rxe2 Rc3 25.a4 Ra3 26.Qb1 Rxa4 27.Nxf7 Qb4 28.Qg6 Rc6 

29.Nxh6+ Kh8 30.Qe8+ Kh7 31.Nf5 Rf6 32.Qh5+ Kg8 33.Qe8+ Qf8 34.Qxa4 Rxf5 

35.Qd7 Nc4 36.Qxa7 Nd6 37.Qxb6 Ne4 38.Qe6+ Kh8 39.Rf1 Rg5 40.Qh3+ Kg8 

41.Ra2 Rg6 42.Rfa1 Ng5 43.Qh5 Nf3+ 44.Kh1 Rf6 45.Ra8 Nd2 46.Rxf8+ Rxf8 

47.Qxd5+ Kh7 48.Ra7 Rf6 49.Qh5+ Rh6 50.Qf5+ Rg6 51.Ra6  1-0 

 

 

 

 

C69   J. van der Wiel – M. Tal 
Brussels (g/5) 1987 

 

 

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 a6 4.Bxc6 dxc6 5.O-O f6 6.d4 Bg4 7.dxe5 Qxd1 8.Rxd1 fxe5 

9.Rd3 Bd6 10.Nbd2 b5 11.b3 Ne7 12.Bb2 Ng6 13.g3 O-O-O 14.Kg2 h6 15.Rc1 Kb7 

16.c4 Bb4 17.Rxd8 Rxd8 18.Nf1 Bxf3+ 19.Kxf3 Bc5 20.Ke2 Bd4 21.Rd1 c5 22.Ne3 

Re8 23.Bc1 Ne7 24.h4 h5 25.Ng2 Nc6 26.Bg5 Na5 27.Ne3 g6 28.Nd5 Nc6 29.Bf6 Re6 

30.Bg7 Kc8 31.a4 bxc4 32.bxc4 Na5 33.Rc1 Kd7 34.f3 Rd6 35.Kd3 c6 36.Nb6+ Kc7 

37.Rb1 Bf2+ 38.Ke2 Bxg3 39.Na8+ Kd7 40.Rb6 Nxc4 41.Rb7+ Kc8 42.Rf7 Rd2+ 

43.Kf1 Ne3+ 44.Kg1 Rd1# 0-1 

 

 

 

 

C61   Plaskett - M. Tal 
Brussels (g/5) 1987 

 

 

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 Nd4 4.Nxd4 exd4 5.f4 Nf6 6.e5 Nd5 7.Bc4 Nb6 8.Bb3 d5 

9.O-O d3 10.f5 Bc5+ 11.Kh1 g6 12.f6 h5 13.cxd3 Bg4 14.Qe1 Qd7 15.Rf4 g5 16.d4 

gxf4 17.dxc5 

 



^xxxxxxxxY 
|rdwdkdw4y 
|0p0qdpdwy 
|whwdw)wdy 
|dw)p)wdpy 
|wdwdw0bdy 
|dBdwdwdwy 
|P)w)wdP)y 
|$NGw!wdKy 
Uzzzzzzzz\ 
 

17…h4 18.Nc3 h3 19.cxb6 hxg2+ 20.Kg1 Bf3 21.d4 Rxh2 22.Kxh2 Qg4 23.Bxf4 

g1=Q+  0-1 

 

 

 

Saint John World Blitz Championship (g/5) 

February 19-20, 1988 
 

Round 1 
======= 

G. Kasparov - K. Thorsteins  2.5:0.5 

A. Karpov - K. Shirazi  3:0 

M. Tal - D. Gurevich  2.5:1.5 
D. Speelman - D. Galagher  3:2 

R. Vaganian - A. Groszpeter  2.5:1.5 

A. Yusupov - B. Lalic  3:1 

I. Ivanov - Y. Seirawan  3:2 

Kir. Georgiev - A. Gipslis  2.5:1.5 

F. Olafsson - V. Salov  4:3 

J. Ehlvest - B. Damljanovic  3:2 

K. Spraggett - B. Ivanovic  3:1 

R. Dzindzihashvili - V. Eingorn  3:1 

M. Wilder - J. Benjamin  3:0 

J. Nugueiras - M. Petursson  3:2 

A. Chernin - E. Torre  2.5:0.5 

M. Dlugy - Y. Greenfeld  2.5:1.5  

 

Round 2 
======= 

G. Kasparov - M. Dlugy  3.5:2.5 

A. Chernin - A. Karpov  2.5:1.5 

M. Tal - J. Nogueiras  2.5:0.5 



M. Wilder - J. Speelman  2.5:1.5 

R. Vaganian - R. Dzindzihashvili  2.5:1.5 

A. Yusupov - K. Spraggett  3:0 

J. Ehlvest - I. Ivanov  3:0 

Kir. Georgiev - F. Olafsson  2.5:1.5 

 

Round 3 
 

Kir. Georgiev - G. Kasparov  3:1 

A. Chernin - J. Ehlvest  3:2 

M. Tal - A. Yusupov  3:0 
R. Vaganian - M. Wilder  3:0 

 

Semifinals 
 

R. Vaganian - Kir. Georgiev  4.5:3.5 

M. Tal - A. Chernin  2.5:1.5 
 

Final 

===== 

M. Tal - R. Vaganian  3.5:0.5 
 

 

 

B63   M. Tal – D. Gurevich 
Saint John (m-1) (g/5) 1988 

 

 

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 Nc6 6.Bg5 e6 7.Qd2 Be7 8.O-O-O Nxd4 

9.Qxd4 O-O 10.Bc4 Qa5 11.Bd2 Qc7 12.Bb3 Bd7 13.f3 b5 14.g4 a5 15.a4 bxa4 

16.Bxa4 Bxa4 17.Qxa4 Nd7 18.g5 Rab8 19.Na2 Nc5 20.Qc4 Qb7 21.Bc3 Bxg5+ 

22.Kb1 Be7 23.Rhg1 f6 24.Rg2 Qb5 25.Qxb5 Rxb5 26.Rdg1 Rf7 27.Bd4 Bf8 28.Nc3 

Rb8 29.f4 Rb4 30.Bxc5 dxc5 31.f5 exf5 32.exf5 Rf4 33.Re2 Rxf5 34.Rge1 h5 35.Re8 

Rf2 36.h3 Rf3 ...and Blck won  0-1 

 

 

 

 

E48   D. Gurevich – M. Tal 
Saint John (m-2) (g/5) 1988 

 

 

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Bb4 4.e3 O-O 5.Bd3 d5 6.cxd5 exd5 7.Nge2 c6 8.a3 Bd6 9.b4 

Re8 10.Rb1 Nbd7 11.f3 Qc7 12.Kf2 Nf8 13.h3 Ng6 14.g3 Nh5 15.f4 f5 16.Qc2 Qf7 

17.Kg2 Ne7 18.Bd2 Nf6 19.b5 Ne4 20.Bxe4 fxe4 21.bxc6 bxc6 22.Na4 Ba6 23.Bb4 



Bd3 24.Qc3 Bxb4 25.Rxb4 Bxe2 26.Rc1 Bf3+ 27.Kh2 Qh5 28.Qc2 Rab8 29.Nc5 Rxb4 

30.axb4 Nf5 31.Qf2 Nh6 32.Qf1 Ng4+  0-1 

 

 

 

 

A34   M. Tal – D. Gurevich 
Saint John (m-3) (g/5) 1988 

 

 

1.Nf3 Nf6 2.c4 c5 3.Nc3 b6 4.e4 d6 5.d4 cxd4 6.Nxd4 Bb7 7.Bd3 e6 8.O-O Be7 9.Bc2 

O-O 10.f4 Nbd7 11.Qe2 Qc7 12.b3 Rfe8 13.Bb2 g6 14.Nf3 a6 15.Kh1 Bf8 16.Rae1 

Bg7 17.Ba1 Rac8 18.a4 d5 19.e5 Nh5 20.Ng5 dxc4 21.b4 f6 22.Nxh7 f5 23.Ng5 Bh6 

 

^xxxxxxxxY 
|wdrdrdkdy 
|db1ndwdwy 
|p0wdpdpgy 
|dwdw)wHny 
|P)pdw)wdy 
|dwHwdwdwy 
|wdBdQdP)y 
|Gwdw$RdKy 
Uzzzzzzzz\ 
 

24.Nxe6! Rxe6 25.Bxf5 gxf5 26.Qxh5 Rf8 27.Re3 Kh7 28.Rg3 Qc6 29.Ne2 Rg8 

30.Qxf5+ Reg6 31.Rg1 Nf8 32.Nd4 Qe4 33.Rxg6 Rxg6 34.Qxe4 Bxe4 35.f5 Rg5 36.e6 

Rg8 37.f6 Be3 38.f7 Rg5 39.e7 Bxg1 40.Kxg1 Rxg2+ 41.Kf1 Ng6 42.e8=Q Rg4 

43.Qg8+ Kh6 44.f8=Q+ Nxf8 45.Qxg4 Bd3+ 46.Ke1 Ng6 47.Nf5+ Kh7 48.Qh5+ Kg8 

49.Qxg6+ 1-0 

 

 

 

 

E48   D. Gurevich – M. Tal 
Saint John (m-4) (g/5) 1988 

 

 

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Bb4 4.e3 O-O 5.Bd3 d5 6.cxd5 exd5 7.Nge2 c5 8.a3 cxd4 

9.axb4 dxc3 10.O-O Nc6 11.b5 Ne5 12.Nxc3 Bg4 13.f3 Bh5 14.Be2 a6 15.bxa6 bxa6 

16.Rxa6 Rxa6 17.Bxa6 Qb6 18.Be2 Rd8 19.Qd4 Qe6 20.Rd1 h6 21.b3 Bg6 22.Rd2 

Nc6 23.Qc5 d4 24.exd4 Qe3+ 25.Kf1 Ne7 26.Rd1 Qe6 27.Qc4 Qd7 28.b4 Rc8 29.Qb3 



Ned5 30.Nxd5 Nxd5 31.Bc4 Nb6 32.Bd3 Bxd3+ 33.Qxd3 Qd6 34.d5 Qxh2 35.d6 Rxc1 

36.Rxc1 Qh1+ 37.Kf2 Qxc1 38.Qd4 Qc6 39.Qc5 Qb7 40.Qb5 g6 41.d7 Qxd7 42.Qxb6 

Qd2+ 43.Kg3 Qg5+ 44.Kh3 Qh5+ 45.Kg3 Qg5+ 46.Kh2 Qh4+  1/2-1/2 

 

 

 

 

A00   J. Nogueiras – M. Tal 
Saint John (m-1) (g/5) 1988 

 

 

1.g3 e5 2.Bg2 Nf6 3.d3 d5 4.Nf3 Bd6 5.c4 c6 6.cxd5 cxd5 7.0-0 0-0 8.Bg5 Be6 9.Nc3 

Nbd7 10.Rc1 a6 11.Nd2 Be7 12.Nb3 Rc8 13.d4 e4 14.Na4 h6 15.Bf4 Nh5 16.Bd2 

Rxc1 17.Qxc1 Qb8 18.Qb1 Rc8 19.Rc1 Rc4 20.Nac5 Nxc5 21.dxc5 Qc7 22.Rxc4 dxc4 

23.Nd4 Bd5 24.Bxe4 Qxc5 25.Nf5 Bf8 26.Bc3 g6 27.Ne3 Bxe4 28.Qxe4 b5 29.a3 Qd6 

30.Nd5 f5 31.Qf3 Bg7 32.e4 Bxc3 33.bxc3 fxe4 34.Qxe4 Kf7 35.Qf3+ Nf6 36.Nf4 g5 

37.Nh5 Kg6 38.Nxf6 Qxf6 39.Qe4+ Qf5 40.Qc6+ Qf6 41.Qe4+ Kg7 42.Qb7+ Kg6 

43.Qe4+ Kg7 44.Qb7+ Kg6  1/2-1/2 

 

 

 

 

E43   M. Tal – J. Nogueiras 
Saint John (m-2) (g/5) 1988 

 

 

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Bb4 4.e3 b6 5.Bd3 Bb7 6.Nf3 O-O 7.O-O Bxc3 8.bxc3 c5 

9.Nd2 d6 10.e4 Nc6 11.f4 cxd4 12.cxd4 Nxd4 13.Bb2 e5 14.Nf3 Bxe4 15.Bxe4 Nxe4 

16.Nxd4 exd4 17.Qxd4 Qf6 18.Qxf6 Nxf6 19.Rad1 Rfd8 20.Rd4 Rac8 21.Rfd1 Ne8 

22.Kf2 f6 23.Ke3 Kf7 24.Kd3 Rc6 25.a4 Nc7 26.Ba3 d5 27.Ke3 Rc8 28.cxd5 Rc3+ 

29.R1d3 Re8+ 30.Kf3 Rxd3+ 31.Rxd3 Rd8 32.Ke4 Re8+ 33.Kf3 Rd8 34.d6 Ne6 35.f5 

Ng5+ 36.Kf4 h5 37.h4 Nh7 38.Rc3 Rd7 39.Rc7 Nf8 40.Ke4 Ke8 41.Rc8+ Kf7 42.Kd5 

b5 43.axb5 Rb7 44.Rc7+ 1-0 

 

 

 

 

D38   J. Nogueiras – M. Tal 
Saint John (m-3) (g/5) 1988 

 

 

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nf3 d5 4.Nc3 Bb4 5.cxd5 exd5 6.Bg5 h6 7.Bxf6 Qxf6 8.Qa4+ Nc6 

9.e3 O-O 10.Be2 Be6 11.Rc1 a6 12.O-O Bd6 13.Qd1 Rad8 14.Ne1 Ne7 15.Nd3 Ng6 

16.g3 c6 17.Bg4 Rfe8 18.Bxe6 Qxe6 19.Re1 Qf5 20.Re2 Re7 21.Rd2 h5 22.Qf1 h4 

23.b4 Rde8 24.a4 hxg3 25.hxg3 Re6 26.Ne1 Bxb4 27.Rb2 a5 28.Ng2 Ba3 29.Rcb1 



Bxb2 30.Rxb2 R6e7 31.Ne2 Qd3 32.Ne1 Qc4 33.Nf3 Qxa4 34.Rb1 b5 35.Qh3 Qc2 

36.Re1 a4 37.Ng5 a3 38.Qh7+ Kf8 39.Nf4 Ra7 40.e4 Nxf4 41.Qh8+ Ke7 42.exd5+ 

Ne2+ 43.Rxe2+ Qxe2 44.Qxg7 Kd8 45.Qf6+ Qe7 46.Nxf7+ Kc8 47.Qxc6+ Kb8 

48.Nd6 a2 49.Qxb5+ Rb7 50.Qa4 Qe1+ 51.Kg2 a1Q 52.Qxa1 Qxa1 53.Nxe8 Qxd4 

54.Nd6 Rb2 .....and Black won  0-1 

 

 

 

 

C43   M. Tal – A. Yusupov 
Saint John (m-1) (g/5) 1988 

 

 

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nf6 3.d4 Nxe4 4.Bd3 d5 5.Nxe5 Bd6 6.O-O O-O 7.c4 Bxe5 8.dxe5 Nc6 

9.cxd5 Qxd5 

 

^xxxxxxxxY 
|rdbdw4kdy 
|0p0wdp0py 
|wdndwdwdy 
|dwdq)wdwy 
|wdwdndwdy 
|dwdBdwdwy 
|P)wdw)P)y 
|$NGQdRIwy 
Uzzzzzzzz\ 
 

10.Qc2?! Nb4 11.Bxe4 Nxc2 12.Bxd5 Bf5 13.g4 Bxg4 14.Na3 Nxa1 15.Bf4 Rad8 

16.Bxb7 Rd1 17.Rxd1 Bxd1 18.Be4 Rd8 19.f3 Be2 20.Bg5 Rd1+ 21.Kf2 Bd3 22.Bxd3 

Rxd3 23.Nb5 Rd5 24.Nxc7 Rxe5 25.Be3 Nc2 26.Bxa7 Ra5 27.Bb6 Rxa2 28.Nd5 Rxb2 

29.Kg3 Ne1 30.Ne7+ Kh8 31.Bf2 Nd3 32.Bd4 Rb5 33.f4 f6 34.Kf3 Nb4 35.Nc8 Kg8 

36.Be3 Rh5 37.Kg3 Nd5 38.Bd2 g6 39.Nd6  (Time?)  1-0 

 

 

 

 

E14   A. Yusupov – M. Tal 
Saint John (m-2) (g/5) 1988 

 

 

1.d4 Nf6 2.Nf3 e6 3.e3 c5 4.Bd3 b6 5.Nbd2 Bb7 6.O-O Be7 7.b3 O-O 8.Bb2 d6 9.c4 

Nbd7 10.Qe2 Qc7 11.Rad1 a6 12.a4 Rfe8 13.Ng5 h6 14.f4 Bf8 15.Bb1 e5 16.dxe5 



dxe5 17.Nge4 Nxe4 18.Nxe4 exf4 19.Rxf4 Ne5 20.Rdf1 Rad8 21.Qh5 Re7 22.Ng3 g6 

23.Qe2 Bg7 24.Ne4 f5 25.Nc3 Ng4 

 

^xxxxxxxxY 
|wdw4wdkdy 
|db1w4wgwy 
|p0wdwdp0y 
|dw0wdpdwy 
|PdPdw$ndy 
|dPHw)wdwy 
|wGwdQdP)y 
|dBdwdRIwy 
Uzzzzzzzz\ 
 

26.Rxg4 fxg4 27.Qxg4 Rd2 28.Ne4 Rxb2 29.Nf6+ Kh8 30.Be4 Bxe4 31.Nxe4 Qe5 

32.Nf2 Qxe3 33.Qxg6 Rxf2 34.Rxf2 Qe1+ 35.Rf1 Bd4+  0-1 

 

 

 

 

B30   M. Tal – A. Yusupov 
Saint John (m-3) (g/5) 1988 

 

 

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Nc3 e6 4.Bb5 Nge7 5.O-O a6 6.Bxc6 Nxc6 7.d4 cxd4 8.Nxd4 Qc7 

9.Nxc6 bxc6 10.Qg4 Qe5 11.f4 Qf6 12.f5 h6 13.Be3 e5 14.Na4 Be7 15.c4 O-O 16.Rad1 

d6 17.Rd3 Rb8 18.b3 Bb7 19.Rfd1 Rfd8 20.Bb6 Rdc8 21.Ba7 Ra8 22.Be3 Rab8 

23.Ba7 Ra8 24.Be3 Re8 25.Bc1 d5 26.cxd5 cxd5 27.exd5 e4 28.Rg3 Bd6 29.Bb2 Be5 

30.Bxe5 Rxe5 31.Nc5 Qg5 32.Qxg5 hxg5 33.Nxb7 Rb8 34.Nc5 e3 35.Re1 Rd8 

36.Rgxe3 Rexd5 37.Re8+ Rxe8 38.Rxe8+ Kh7 39.b4 Rxf5 40.Nxa6 g4 41.a4 Rd5 

42.b5 f5 43.b6 Rd1+ 44.Kf2 Rb1 45.a5 Rb5 46.Nc7 Rb2+ 47.Ke3 g5 48.a6 Rxb6 49.a7 

Rb3+ 50.Kd4 Ra3 51.a8Q Rxa8 52.Rxa8 f4 53.Ke4 Kg6 54.Ne6 Kf6 55.Nxg5 Kxg5 

56.Rg8+  1-0 

 

 

 

 

B09   M. Tal – A. Chernin 
Saint John (m-1) (g/5) 1988 

 

 



1.e4 d6 2.d4 Nf6 3.Nc3 g6 4.f4 Bg7 5.Nf3 c5 6.Bb5+ Bd7 7.Bxd7+ Nfxd7 8.d5 b5  9.O-

O b4 10.Ne2 O-O 11.Ng3 a5 12.Qe2 Na6 13.Rb1 Qc7 14.f5 c4 15.Bg5 Nf6 16.Rbd1 

Rac8 17.Nd4 Nb8 18.Kh1 a4 19.fxg6 hxg6 

 

^xxxxxxxxY 
|whrdw4kdy 
|dw1w0pgwy 
|wdw0whpdy 
|dwdPdwGwy 
|p0pHPdwdy 
|dwdwdwHwy 
|P)PdQdP)y 
|dwdRdRdKy 
Uzzzzzzzz\ 
 

20.Ngf5 Qd7 21.Rf3 b3 22.axb3 cxb3 23.c3 a3 24.bxa3 b2 25.Nxg7 Kxg7 26.Bxf6+ 

exf6 27.Qxb2 Qe7 28.Re3 Qe5 29.Nf3 Qf4 30.Re2 Nd7 31.Rf1 Ne5 32.Qc2 Rc4 

33.Nd2 Qg5 34.Nxc4 Nxc4 35.Qd3 Ne5 36.Qe3 Qh5 37.Ree1 Rh8 38.h3....and White 

won  1-0 

 

 

 

 

B07   A. Chernin – M. Tal 
Saint John (m-2) (g/5) 1988 

 

 

1.d4 g6 2.e4 d6 3.c3 Nf6 4.Bd3 Bg7 5.Nf3 O-O 6.O-O Nbd7 7.h3 e5 8.Be3 Re8 9.Nbd2 

d5 10.dxe5 Nxe4 11.Nxe4 dxe4 12.Bg5 f6 13.exf6 Bxf6 14.Bxf6 Qxf6 15.Re1 Nc5 

16.Bc4+ Be6 17.Bxe6+ Qxe6 18.Nd4 Qd7 19.Qc2 Nd3 20.Re3 c5 21.Ne2 Rad8 22.Ng3 

Qd5 23.Qe2 Nf4 24.Qg4 Rf8 25.Nxe4 h5 26.Qg3 Qf5 27.Rae1 b6 28.h4 c4 29.Qg5 

Qxg5 30.hxg5 Nd3 31.R1e2 Nc1 32.Re1 Nd3 33.Rb1 Rf5 34.b3 cxb3 35.axb3 Nf4 

36.Rbe1 Nd3?? 37.Rd1 Rf4 38.Nf6+ Kf7 39.Rdxd3 Rxd3 40.Rxd3 Ke6 41.f3 Rf5 

42.Ne4 Ra5 43.c4 Ke5 44.Kf2 Kf4 45.g3+ Ke5 46.Ke3 Ke6 47.Kf4 Ra1 48.Rd6+ Kf7 

49.Rc6 Rb1 50.Ke5 Rxb3 51.Rc7+ Ke8 52.Rh7 Rxf3 53.Ke6 Kd8 54.Nd6 Re3+ 

55.Kd5 Re7 56.Rh8+ Kd7 57.Ra8 Kc7 58.Rxa7+ Kd8 59.Rxe7 Kxe7 60.Kc6 Ke6 

61.Kxb6 Kxd6 62.c5+ Ke5 63.c6 Kf5 64.c7 Kg4 65.c8=Q+ Kxg3 66.Qe6 h4 67.Qxg6 

h3 ... and White won  1-0 

 

 



 

 

C10   M. Tal – A. Chernin 
Saint John (m-3) (g/5) 1988 

 

 

1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Nc3 dxe4 4.Nxe4 Bd7 5.Nf3 Bc6 6.Bd3 Nd7 7.c4 Ngf6 8.Nc3 Be7 

9.O-O Bxf3 10.Qxf3 c6 11.b3 O-O 12.Bf4 Re8 13.Rad1 Qa5 14.Bb1 Rac8 15.h3 Bf8 

16.Bg3 g6 17.Rfe1 Bg7 18.Bd6 Qd8 19.g4 h6 20.Kg2 Nh7 21.Ne4 Ng5 22.Nxg5 Qxg5 

23.Qg3 Qf6 24.h4 Red8?? 25.g5 hxg5 26.hxg5 Qxd4 27.Rxd4 Bxd4 28.Qh4 Bg7 

29.Rh1 1-0 

 

 

 

 

E92   A. Chernin – M. Tal 
Saint John (m-4 (g/5) 1988 

 

 

1.d4 Nf6 2.Nf3 g6 3.c4 Bg7 4.Nc3 O-O 5.e4 d6 6.Be2 e5 7.O-O Nbd7 8.Be3 exd4 

9.Nxd4 Re8 10.f3 c6 11.Qd2 d5 12.exd5 cxd5 13.Ndb5 dxc4 14.Bxc4 Ne5 15.Qxd8 

Rxd8 16.Bb3 Bd7 17.Nd6 Bc6 18.Rad1 Ne8 19.Nde4 h6 20.h3 Nd3 21.Rd2 Nf6 

22.Rfd1 Nxe4 23.Nxe4 Bb5 24.a4 Ba6 25.Nc5 Re8 26.Nxa6 Rxe3 27.Nc7 Rf8 28.Nd5 

Re1+ 29.Rxe1 Nxe1 30.Kf1 Re8 31.Rd1 Nxf3 32.gxf3 Bxb2 33.Rb1 Bd4 34.Rd1 Bb2 

35.Rd2 Bg7 36.Re2 Rxe2 37.Kxe2 Kf8 38.Kd3 Ke8 39.Nc7+ Ke7 40.Nb5 a6 41.Nc3 

Kd6 42.Bxf7 g5 43.Ne4+ Ke5 44.Be8 Kf4 45.Ke2 Bd4 46.Bf7 b5 47.axb5 axb5 48.Nd6 

b4 49.Bb3 Bc3 50.Ne4 Be5 51.Be6 h5 52.Nf2 Kg3 53.Nd3 Bd6 54.Nf2 Be5 55.Ne4+ 

Kf4 56.Kf2 Bd4+ 57.Kg2 Bb2 58.Ng3 h4 59.Ne4 Bd4 60.Bb3 Bb2 61.Kf2 Bd4+ 

62.Ke2 Be5 63.Nf2 Kg3 64.Be6 Bd4 65.Ne4+ Kf4 66.Nd6 Be5 67.Nc4 Bc3 68.Ne3 Ke5 

69.Bb3 Bd4 70.Ng2 Bc3 71.Kd3 Bb2 72.Kc4 Bc3 73.Kb5 Kd4 74.f4 gxf4 75.Nxf4 Ke3 

76.Ng6 Kf2 77.Be6 Kg3 78.Kc4 Bd2 79.Ne5 Bc3 80.Nd3 Bd2 81.Nc5 Be3 82.Ne4+ 

Kf4 83.Kd3 Bb6 84.Nd2 Kg3  1/2-1/2 

 

 

 

 

C16   M. Tal - R. Vaganian 
Saint John (m-1) (g/5) February 1988 

 

 

1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Nc3 Bb4 4.e5 Qd7 5.a3 Bf8 6.Nh3 b6 7.Nf4 Ne7 8.Bb5 c6 9.Ba4 Ba6 

10.Nce2 Ng6 11.O-O Nxf4 12.Bxf4 Be7 13.Re1 Bb5 14.Bb3 Bc4 15.Bxc4 dxc4 16.Nc3 

O-O 17.Qg4 f5 18.exf6 Rxf6 19.Rad1 Rg6 20.Qh3 Bf8 21.Re3 Na6 

 



^xxxxxxxxY 
|rdwdwgkdy 
|0wdqdw0py 
|n0pdpdrdy 
|dwdwdwdwy 
|wdp)wGwdy 
|)wHw$wdQy 
|w)Pdw)P)y 
|dwdRdwIwy 
Uzzzzzzzz\ 
 

22.d5 Qf7 23.dxe6 Qxf4 24.e7 Bxe7 25.Rxe7 Nc5 26.Re3 a5 27.Rf3 Qe5 28.Re3 Qf4 

29.Rde1 Rf8 30.f3 b5 31.Qh5 Rg5 32.Qh3 Rg6 33.Ne4 Ne6 
 

33...Nxe4! 

 

34.Ng3 Nd4 35.Re8 Nxc2 36.Rxf8+ Qxf8 37.Re4 Rd6 38.Nf5 Rd1+ 39.Kf2 Rd2+ 

40.Kg3 g6 41.Ne7+ Kg7 42.Qe6 Nd4 43.Qe5+ Qf6 44.Qc7 Qg5+ 45.Rg4 Ne2+ 46.Kf2 

 

^xxxxxxxxY 
|wdwdwdwdy 
|dw!wHwipy 
|wdpdwdpdy 
|0pdwdw1wy 
|wdpdwdRdy 
|)wdwdPdwy 
|w)w4nIP)y 
|dwdwdwdwy 
Uzzzzzzzz\ 
 

46…Nc3+ 47.Kg3? 

 
Correct is 47.Kf1 Rd1 = 

 

47…Ne2+? 

 
47...Nr4+! wins. 

 

48.Kf2 (Time)  1-0 

 



 

 

 

D38   R. Vaganian - M. Tal 
Saint John (m-2) (g/5) February 1988 

 

 

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nf3 d5 4.Nc3 Bb4 5.Bg5 h6 6.Bxf6 Qxf6 7.e3 c5 8.cxd5 exd5 9.Be2 

Nc6 10.O-O Be6 11.Nb5 O-O 12.a3 Ba5 13.dxc5 Qxb2 14.Rb1 Qf6 15.Qa4 Bd7 

16.Rfd1 Qg6 17.Bd3 Qh5 18.Nbd4 

 

^xxxxxxxxY 
|rdwdw4kdy 
|0pdbdp0wy 
|wdndwdw0y 
|gw)pdwdqy 
|QdwHwdwdy 
|)wdB)Hdwy 
|wdwdw)P)y 
|dRdRdwIwy 
Uzzzzzzzz\ 
 

18…Bc7 19.Rxb7 Nxd4 20.Qxd4 Bxh2+ 21.Kf1 Bc6 22.Re7 Rae8 23.Rxe8 Rxe8 

24.Rb1 Bc7 25.Kg1 a6 26.Qh4 Qxh4 27.Nxh4 d4 28.exd4 Rd8 29.Nf5 Kf8 30.Re1 g6 

31.Re7? Bd7! 32.c6 Bxf5 33.Rxc7 Bxd3 34.Rb7 Rc8 35.d5 Be4 36.Rd7 Ke8 37.g4 Rd8 

38.f3 Bxd5 39.c7 Kxd7  0-1 

 

 

 

 

E03   M. Tal – R. Vaganian 
Saint John (m-3) (g/5) February 1988 

 

 

1.Nf3 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.g3 d5 4.Bg2 dxc4 5.Qa4+ Nbd7 6.Qxc4 c5 7.Qb3 Bd6 8.d3 Rb8 

9.a4 b6 10.Na3 a6 11.Nd2 O-O 12.O-O Bb7 13.Bxb7 Rxb7 14.Nac4 Bc7? 15.Na5 Rb8 

16.Nc6 Qe8 17.Nxb8 Nxb8 18.Nc4 Nc6 19.Be3 Nd5 20.Rfd1 f5 21.d4 f4 22.gxf4 Qh5 

23.dxc5 b5 24.axb5 axb5 25.Nb6 Rxf4 

 
25...Bxf4!? 

 

26.Nxd5 Rg4+ 27.Kf1 



 

^xxxxxxxxY 
|wdwdwdkdy 
|dwgwdw0py 
|wdndpdwdy 
|dp)Ndwdqy 
|wdwdwdrdy 
|dQdwGwdwy 
|w)wdP)w)y 
|$wdRdKdwy 
Uzzzzzzzz\ 
 

27…Qxh2?? 
 

27...Rg1+!! and mate in two moves. 

 

28.Ke1 Ba5+ 29.Rxa5 Nxa5 30.Nf6+! Kf7 31.Rd7+ Kxf6 32.Qc3+ Qe5 33.Bd4 Rxd4 

34.Qxd4 Qxd4 35.Rxd4 Nb3 36.c6! 1-0 

 

 

 

 

E65   R. Vaganian - M. Tal 
Saint John (m-4) (g/5) February 1988 

 

 

1.Nf3 Nf6 2.g3 g6 3.Bg2 Bg7 4.O-O O-O 5.c4 c5 6.d4 cxd4 7.Nxd4 Nc6 8.Nc3 d6 

9.Nc2 Rb8 10.b3 a6 11.Bb2 Bd7 12.Qd2 b5 13.Ne3 bxc4 14.Nxc4 Na5 15.Ne3 Be6 

16.Rac1 Qb6 17.Rc2 Rfc8 18.Rfc1 Bxb3 19.axb3 Nxb3 20.Ncd5 Rxc2 21.Qxc2 Nxd5 

22.Nxd5 Qd8 23.Rb1 Nc5 24.Bxg7 Rxb1+ 25.Qxb1 Kxg7 26.Qb2+ f6 27.Qb6 Qxb6 

28.Nxb6 Kf7 29.Bd5+ e6 30.Bc6 Ke7 31.Kf1 d5 32.Na4 Nb3 33.e3 Kd6 34.Bb7 a5 

35.Ba6 d4 36.Ke2 dxe3 37.Kxe3 e5 38.h4 Nd4 39.Bc4 Nf5+ 40.Kd3 Ne7 41.Nc3 f5 

42.Bf7 Kc5 43.h5 gxh5 44.Bxh5 Nc6 45.Bf7 Nb4+ 46.Ke3 Nc2+ 47.Kd2 Nd4 48.f4 

exf4 49.gxf4 Kd6 50.Bh5 Nb3+ 51.Kd3 Nc5+ 52.Ke3 Ne6 53.Bf7 Nc5 54.Nb5+ Ke7 

55.Bc4 h5 56.Kd4 Nd7 57.Bf1 Kf6 58.Nc3 Nf8 59.Ke3 Ne6 60.Nd5+ Kg6 61.Bh3 a4 

62.Ne7+ Kf7 63.Nxf5 a3 1/2-1/2 

 

 

 

Moscow (g/5) 1988 
 



 

 

C77   E. Vasiukov - M. Tal 
Moscow (g/5) 1988 

 

 

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 a6 4.Ba4 Nf6 5.Qe2 Be7 6.c3 d6 7.d4 Bd7 8.O-O O-O 9.Bb3 

Bg4 10.Rd1 exd4 11.cxd4 d5 12.e5 Ne4 13.Nc3 Nxc3 14.bxc3 Qd7 15.h3 Bh5 16.Re1 

Rae8 17.Bf4 Nd8 18.Qe3 Ne6 19.Bh2 Bg6 20.Nd2 c5 21.f4 Rc8 22.Kh1 cxd4 23.cxd4 

Bb4 24.Rec1 Ba3 25.Rxc8 Rxc8 26.Rf1 Rc1 27.g4 Rxf1+ 28.Nxf1 Be4+ 29.Kg1 Bb2 

30.Qd2 Bxd4+ 31.Ne3 Qc6 32.Kf2 Qc5 33.h4 Bc3 34.Qd1 d4 35.Nf5 d3+ 36.Ne3 Nd4 

37.f5 Nf3 38.Bf4 Nxe5 39.Kg3 d2 40.g5 Nd3 41.Qh5 g6 42.fxg6 Bxg6 43.Qf3 Nxf4 

44.Kxf4 Qe5+ 45.Kg4 Bd4 46.Nf5 Bc5 47.h5 Bxf5+ 48.Qxf5 Qe2+ 49.Qf3 Qe7 50.g6 

hxg6 51.hxg6 Kg7 (Time)  0-1 

 

 

 

 

A02   Y. Gusev - M. Tal 
Moscow (g/5) 1988 

 

 

1.f4 Nf6 2.Nf3 g6 3.b3 Bg7 4.Bb2 O-O 5.e3 d6 6.Be2 Nc6 7.Qc1 Qe8 8.O-O e5 9.fxe5 

dxe5 10.Na3 Bg4 11.h3 Bd7 12.Nc4 Ne4 13.Qe1 b5 14.d3 Nc5 15.d4 exd4 16.exd4 

bxc4 17.Bxc4 Ne4 18.Rb1 Nd6 19.Bd5 Qxe1 20.Rfxe1 Rae8 21.a3 Nf5 22.c3 Ne3 

23.Bxc6 Bxc6 24.c4 Bxf3 25.gxf3 Nf5  0-1 

 

 

 

 

A80   M. Tal - V. Antoshin 
Moscow (g/5) 1988 

 

 

1.d4 f5 2.Bg5 c5 3.d5 Qb6 4.Nc3 e5 5.e4 d6 6.Bb5+ Kf7 7.Nf3 h6 8.Be3 fxe4 9.Nd2 

Nf6 10.O-O Be7 11.f3 Rf8 12.a4 exf3 13.Qxf3 Kg8 14.Qg3 Bg4? 15.h3 Bd7 16.Bxh6 

Nh5 17.Qg6 Rf6 18.Rxf6 Bxf6 19.Nde4 Qd8 20.Rf1 Qe8 21.Nxf6+ 1-0 

 

 

 

 

D00   V. Muratov - M. Tal 
Moscow (g/5) 1988 

 

 



1.d4 d5 2.Nc3 Bf5 3.Nf3 e6 4.g3 Nf6 5.Nh4 Bg4 6.h3 Bh5 7.Bg2 c5 8.g4 cxd4 9.Qxd4 

Nc6 10.Qa4 Bg6 11.Nxg6 hxg6 12.Bg5 Be7 13.O-O-O Nd7 14.Bxe7 Qxe7 15.Qf4 Rc8 

16.g5 Nce5 17.h4 Rxc3 18.bxc3 Nc4 19.Kb1 Qa3 20.Qc1 Qa5 21.Rd4 Ndb6 22.Rhd1 

O-O 23.R4d3 Na4 24.e4 Nxc3+ 25.Rxc3 Qxc3 26.Rd3 Qb4+ 27.Ka1 Ne5 28.Rb3 

Qd4+ 29.c3 Qxf2 30.Rb2 Qc5 31.exd5 Nd3 32.Qd2 Nxb2 33.Kxb2  0-1 

 

 

 

 

C07   M. Tal - I. Glek 
Moscow (g/5) 1988 

 

 

1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Nd2 c5 4.Ngf3 cxd4 5.exd5 Qxd5 6.Bc4 Qd6 7.O-O Nf6 8.Nb3 Nc6 

9.Nbxd4 Nxd4 10.Nxd4 Be7 11.c3 a6 12.Qc2 Qc7 13.Qe2 Bd7 14.Bg5 O-O-O 

15.Rad1 Bd6 16.h3 h6 17.Bh4 g5 18.Bg3 e5 19.Nb3 Bc6 

 

^xxxxxxxxY 
|wdk4wdw4y 
|dp1wdpdwy 
|pdbgwhw0y 
|dwdw0w0wy 
|wdBdwdwdy 
|dN)wdwGPy 
|P)wdQ)Pdy 
|dwdRdRIwy 
Uzzzzzzzz\ 
 

20.Rxd6!? Qxd6 21.Qxe5 Ne4 22.Qxd6 Nxd6 23.Be2 Rhe8 24.Bh5 Re7 25.Nd4 Ne4 

26.Re1 Nxg3? 27.Bg4+ Red7 28.fxg3 Kc7 29.Bxd7 Rxd7 30.Re5 Bd5 31.a4 b6 32.Kf2 

f6 33.Re8....  and White won   1-0 

 

 

 

 

A29   V. Arbakov - M. Tal 
Moscow (g/5) 1988 

 

 

1.c4 e5 2.Nc3 Nf6 3.Nf3 Nc6 4.g3 d5 5.cxd5 Nxd5 6.Bg2 Nb6 7.O-O Be7 8.a3 O-O 

9.b4 Be6 10.d3 Nd4 11.Rb1 Nxf3+ 12.Bxf3 c6 13.Bg2 Qd7 14.Re1 Bh3 15.Bh1 Rad8 

16.Ne4 Nd5 17.Bb2 Qc7 18.Qc1 a5 19.b5 f5 20.Nc5 f4 21.bxc6 bxc6 22.Qc4 Kh8 



23.Ba1 Qa7 24.Ne4 fxg3 25.hxg3 Rxf2? 26.Nxf2 Qe3 27.Qe4 Qxg3+ 28.Bg2 Nf4 

29.Bxe5 Bc5 30.d4 Bxd4 31.e3 Ne2+ 32.Rxe2 Bxe5 33.Nxh3 Qh2+ 34.Kf1 Rf8+ 

35.Rf2 Rd8 36.Ng5 Bg3 37.Nf7+ Kg8 38.Nxd8  1-0 

 

 

 

Glenrothes New Town (Scotland) 1988 

Double Round-Robin Blitz Tournament 
 

1. Tal 19.5 (out 22 

2-3.  Spassky, Suba 18.0 

4. Martin 14.0 

5. McNab 12.5  

6. Condi 12.0 

7. Motwani 11.0 

8. Morrison 9.0 

9. McKay 7.5 

10. Pritchett 4.5 

11-12Giulian, Kirk  4.0. 

 

 

 

B09   M. Tal - B. Spassky 
Glenrothes New Town (g/5) 1988 

 

 

1.e4 d6 2.d4 Nf6 3.Nc3 g6 4.f4 Bg7 5.Nf3 c5 6.Bb5+ Bd7 7.e5 Ng4 8.e6 Bxb5 9.exf7+ 

Kd7 10.Nxb5 Qa5+ 11.Nc3 cxd4 12.Nxd4 Bxd4 13.Qxd4 Nc6 14.Qc4 Rhf8 15.Bd2 

Qf5 16.h3 Nh6 17.O-O-O Qxf7 18.Qb5 Rab8 19.g4 a6 20.Qa4 Ng8 21.Be3 Nf6 22.g5 

Nh5 23.Nd5 Qf5 24.Rhe1 Rf7 25.Ba7 Rbf8 26.Qb3 b5 27.Qa3 Nxf4 

 

^xxxxxxxxY 
|wdwdw4wdy 
|Gwdk0rdpy 
|pdn0wdpdy 
|dpdNdq)wy 
|wdwdwhwdy 
|!wdwdwdPy 
|P)Pdwdwdy 
|dwIR$wdwy 
Uzzzzzzzz\ 
 



28.Nxe7! b4 29.Qxa6 Rxe7 30.Qb7+ Ke8 31.Qxc6+ Qd7 32.Rxe7+ Kxe7 33.Qe4+ Ne6 

34.Bd4 Rf5 35.Bf6+ Kf7 36.Qxb4 Nxg5 37.Bxg5 Rxg5 38.Qxd6 Qxd6 39.Rxd6 Rg1+ 

40.Kd2 Rg2+ 41.Kc3 h5 42.a4 g5 43.a5 Rg3+ 44.Rd3 Rg1 45.b4 Ke6 46.b5 Ra1 

47.Kb4 Kf5 48.b6 g4 49.hxg4+ hxg4 50.Kb5 Kf4 51.b7 Rb1+ 52.Kc6 g3 53.Rxg3 

Kxg3 54.a6 Kf4 55.a7 Ke5 56.b8=Q+  1-0 

 

 

 

 

B82   M. Tal – R. McKay 
Glenrothes New Town (g/5) 1988 

 

 

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 e6 3.Nc3 d6 4.d4 cxd4 5.Nxd4 a6 6.f4 Nf6 7.Qf3 Qc7 8.g4 Nc6 9.Be3 

Be7 10.g5 Nd7 11.O-O-O b5 12.Nxc6 Qxc6 13.Bd4 e5 14.Be3 exf4 15.Qxf4 Ne5 

16.Nd5 Be6 17.h4 Rc8 18.c3 

 

^xxxxxxxxY 
|wdrdkdw4y 
|dwdwgp0py 
|pdq0bdwdy 
|dpdNhw)wy 
|wdwdP!w)y 
|dw)wGwdwy 
|P)wdwdwdy 
|dwIRdBdRy 
Uzzzzzzzz\ 
 

18…b4 19.Nxb4 Qa4 20.Bxa6 Rb8 21.Bd3 Rxb4 22.cxb4 O-O 23.Bd4 Rc8+ 24.Bc3 

Qxa2 25.Rh2 Bb3 26.Rc2 Bxc2 27.Kxc2 Qa4+ 28.Kc1 Qxb4 29.Bc2 Qb6 30.Qd2 Nf3 

31.Qd3 Ne5 32.Qd4 Qxd4 33.Rxd4 Nf3 34.Ra4 Nxh4 35.Ra7 Bxg5+ (Time)  1-0 

 

 

 

 

A41   M. Condie – M. Tal 
Glenrothes New Town (g/5) 1988 

 

 

1.Nf3 d6 2.d4 Bg4 3.e3 Nf6 4.Be2 Nbd7 5.c4 e5 6.Nc3 Be7 7.O-O O-O 8.b3 c6 9.Bb2 

Qc7 10.Qc2 Bh5 11.Rad1 Rad8 12.Nh4 Bxe2 13.Qxe2 Rfe8 14.Nf5 Bf8 15.Qc2 g6 

16.Ng3 h5 17.Nge4 Bg7 18.dxe5 dxe5 19.Rd2 Nxe4 20.Nxe4 Nf6 21.Rfd1 Rxd2 



22.Nxf6+ Bxf6 23.Rxd2 Rd8 24.g3 Qc8 25.Kg2 h4 26.Rxd8+ Qxd8 27.Qe4 Qd6 28.g4 

Qd2 29.Bxe5 Bxe5 30.Qxe5 Qxa2 31.Qb8+ Kg7 32.Qxb7 Qc2 33.Qxc6 Qxb3 34.g5 a5 

35.Qf6+ Kg8 36.Qd8+ Kh7 37.Qxa5 Qxc4 38.Qe5 Qg4+ 39.Kf1 h3 40.Ke1 Qg1+ 

41.Ke2 Qg4+ 42.Ke1 Qb4+ 43.Ke2 Qg4+  1/2-1/2 

 

 

 

 

B50   L. Kirk – M. Tal 
Glenrothes New Town (g/5) 1988 

 

 

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d3 Nc6 4.g3 g6 5.Bg2 Bg7 6.O-O e5 7.Nbd2 Nge7 8.Ne1 O-O 9.c3 

d5 10.f4 dxe4 11.Nxe4 Nd5 12.fxe5 Nxe5 13.Kh1 Bg4 14.Qb3 Be2 15.Bg5 

 

^xxxxxxxxY 
|rdw1w4kdy 
|0pdwdpgpy 
|wdwdwdpdy 
|dw0nhwGwy 
|wdwdNdwdy 
|dQ)Pdw)wy 
|P)wdbdB)y 
|$wdwHRdKy 
Uzzzzzzzz\ 
 

15…Bxf1 16.Bxd8 Bxg2+ 17.Nxg2 Raxd8 18.Rf1 Nxd3 19.Qxb7 c4 20.Nf4 N5xf4 

21.gxf4 Rb8 22.Qc6 Rfc8 23.Qd7 Rd8 24.Qc7 Rdc8 25.Qd7 Rd8 26.Qc7 Rbc8 

27.Qxa7 Nxb2 28.f5 Nd3 29.fxg6 fxg6 30.Rf7 Be5 31.Rxh7 Rf8 32.Rh4 Rf7 33.Qe3 

Rb8 34.Kg2 Rb2+ 35.Nd2 Nf4+ 36.Kg1 Rf5 37.Rg4 Rxa2 38.Nxc4 Ra1+ 39.Kf2 

Nd5+ 40.Ke2 Nxe3 41.Nxe3 Rf4 42.Rxg6+ Kf7  0-1 

 

 

 

Moscow (g/5) September 1990 
 

 

 

B84   A. Sokolov - M. Tal 
Moscow (g/5) September 1990 

 

 



1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 a6 6.f4 e6 7.Be2 Be7 8.O-O Qc7 9.a4 O-

O 10.Kh1 b6 11.Bf3 Bb7 12.e5 Ne8 13.Qe2 Nd7 14.Bxb7 Qxb7 15.Nf3 Rc8 16.Be3 g6 

17.Rad1 dxe5 18.fxe5 Ng7 19.Bh6 Rfd8 20.Bxg7 Kxg7 21.Ne4 Nc5 22.Rxd8 Rxd8 

23.Nf6 Qc6 24.Ng5 h6 25.Nf3 Qxa4 26.c3 Qf4 27.Nd4 Qg5 28.Ng4 h5 29.Nf6 Nd7 

30.Nxd7 Rxd7 31.Qf3 Bc5 32.b4 Bxd4 33.cxd4 Qe7 (Time) 0-1 

 

 

 

New York (g/5) 1991 

Match M. Tal- R. Dzindzikhashvili 

4.0 : 4.0  (+2 -2 =4) 
 

 

 

B25   R. Dzindzikhashvili – M. Tal 
New York (m) (g/5) 1991 

 

 

1.e4 c5 2.Nc3 Nc6 3.f4 g6 4.Nf3 Bg7 5.d3 d6 6.g3 Nf6 7.Bg2 O-O 8.O-O Ne8 9.a3 Rb8 

10.Rb1 b5 11.Bd2 a5 12.a4 b4 13.Nb5 Nd4 14.c4 bxc3 15.bxc3 Nxb5 16.axb5 c4 

17.dxc4 Be6 18.c5 Bc4 

 

^xxxxxxxxY 
|w4w1n4kdy 
|dwdw0pgpy 
|wdw0wdpdy 
|0P)wdwdwy 
|wdbdP)wdy 
|dw)wdN)wy 
|wdwGwdB)y 
|dRdQdRIwy 
Uzzzzzzzz\ 
 

19.Nd4 Bxd4+ 20.cxd4 dxc5 21.d5 f5 22.e5 Qd7 23.Bxa5 Nc7 24.d6 exd6 25.Bxc7 

Qxc7 26.Bd5+ Bxd5 27.Qxd5+ Qf7 28.Qxd6 Rfd8 29.Qxc5 Rbc8 30.Qf2 Rd7 31.b6 

Rcd8 32.Rfc1 Rd2 33.Qxd2 Rxd2 34.b7 Qd5 35.b8=Q+ Kg7 

 



^xxxxxxxxY 
|w!wdwdwdy 
|dwdwdwipy 
|wdwdwdpdy 
|dwdq)pdwy 
|wdwdw)wdy 
|dwdwdw)wy 
|wdw4wdw)y 
|dR$wdwIwy 
Uzzzzzzzz\ 
 

36.Rc7+ 

 
36.Qb7+! 

 

36…Kh6 37.Qf8+ Kh5 38.Rxh7+ Kg4 39.Rh4+ Kf3 40.Qa3+ Rd3 41.Rf1+ Ke2 

42.Qb2+ Rd2 43.Qb1 Qd4+ 44.Kh1 Qd5+  1/2-1/2 

 

 

 

 

E61   R. Dzindzikhashvili – M. Tal 
New York (m) 1991 

 

 

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 g6 3.Nc3 Bg7 4.Nf3 O-O 5.Bf4 c5 6.e3 cxd4 7.exd4 d5 8.Be5 dxc4 

9.Bxc4 Nc6 10.O-O Bg4 11.h3 Bxf3 12.Qxf3 Nxd4 13.Qxb7 Rc8 14.b3 Nc6 15.Rad1 

Qb6 16.Qxb6 axb6 17.Bxf6 exf6 18.Nd5 Rb8 19.Bb5 Na7 20.a4 Rfd8 21.Rd3 Kf8 

22.Rfd1 Rd6 23.Ne3 Rxd3 24.Rxd3 f5 25.Nc4 Bf6 26.Rd6 Bd8 27.Rd7 Nxb5 28.axb5 

Be7 29.g3 Ke8 30.Ra7 Bc5 31.Ne5 Rd8 32.Nc6 Rd1+ 33.Kg2 Kf8 34.b4 Bd6 35.Rd7 

Rd5 36.Ne7 Rd2 37.Nc8 Bxb4 38.Rxd2 Bxd2 39.Nxb6 Ke7 40.Nc4 Bc3 41.Kf3 Ke6 

42.Ke3 Bb4 43.Kd4 Be1 44.Ke3 Bb4 45.f3 Kd5 46.Kd3 Kc5 47.Ne5 Kxb5 48.Nxf7 

Be1 49.g4 fxg4 50.fxg4 h5 51.g5 Bh4 52.Ke4 Kc5 53.Kf4 Kd5 54.Nh8 Be1 55.Nxg6 

Ke6 56.Ke4 Bd2 57.h4 Be1 58.Nf4+ Kf7 59.Ng2 Bc3 60.Kf3 Kg6 61.Nf4+ Kf5 

62.Nxh5 Be1 63.Ng3+ Kg6 64.Kg4 Kg7 65.h5 Bd2 66.Ne4 Bc1 67.Kf5 Be3 68.h6+ 

Kh7 69.Nf6+ Kh8 70.Kg6 Bxg5  1/2-1/2 

 

 

 

 

E61   R. Dzindzikhashvili – M. Tal 
New York (m) 1991 

 



 

1.d4 Nf6 2.Nf3 g6 3.c4 Bg7 4.Nc3 O-O 5.Bf4 c5 6.e3 d6 7.h3 cxd4 8.exd4 Nc6 9.d5 

Nh5 10.Be3 Ne5 11.Be2 Nxf3+ 12.Bxf3 Nf6 13.O-O e6 14.dxe6 Bxe6 15.b3 d5?? 

16.cxd5 Nxd5 17.Nxd5 Bxd5 18.Qxd5  1-0 

 

 

 

 

C55   R. Dzindzikhashvili – M. Tal 
New York (m) 1991 

 

 

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4 exd4 4.Bc4 Nf6 5.e5 Ne4 6.Bd5 Nc5 7.O-O Be7 8.Re1 O-O 

9.Nxd4 Nxd4 10.Qxd4 d6 11.Nc3 Ne6 12.Qe4 c6 13.exd6 Bxd6 14.Bc4 Qc7 15.Qh4 

Bd7 16.Bd3 f5 17.Bc4 Rae8 18.Bd2 b5 19.Bb3 Kh8 20.Rad1 Nc5 21.h3 b4 22.Rxe8 

Rxe8 23.Qxb4 Ne4 24.Qc4 Be6 25.Qd3 Bxb3 26.Nxe4 Bxc2 27.Qxd6 Qc8 28.Re1 fxe4 

29.Bc3 Qf5 

 

^xxxxxxxxY 
|wdwdrdwiy 
|0wdwdw0py 
|wdp!wdwdy 
|dwdwdqdwy 
|wdwdpdwdy 
|dwGwdwdPy 
|P)bdw)Pdy 
|dwdw$wIwy 
Uzzzzzzzz\ 
 

30.Re3 Kg8 31.Rg3 g6 32.Qd4 Kf7 33.Qg7+ Ke6 34.Qxh7 g5 35.Qc7  1-0 

 

 

 

 

B31   M. Tal – R. Dzindzikhashvili 
New York (m) 1991 

 

 

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 g6 4.O-O Bg7 5.Re1 Nf6 6.c3 O-O 7.h3 d6 8.d4 cxd4 9.cxd4 

Bd7 10.Nc3 a6 11.Bf1 e5 12.d5 Ne7 13.a4 Nh5 14.Qb3 Rb8 15.Be3 Nc8 16.Bxa6 Nf4 

17.Bf1 f5 18.Bxf4 exf4 19.Bb5 Bxb5 20.Qxb5 Bxc3 21.bxc3 Qf6 22.exf5 Qxf5 23.Nd4 

Qh5 24.Re8 Na7 25.Rxf8+ Rxf8 26.Qxb7 Nc8 27.Ne6  1-0 



 

 

 

 

A12   M. Tal – R. Dzindzikhashvili 
New York (m) 1991 

 

 

1.Nf3 d5 2.c4 c6 3.b3 dxc4 4.bxc4 e5 5.Nc3 Bd6 6.g3 Nf6 7.Bg2 O-O 8.O-O Re8 9.d3 

Bc7 10.Qc2 Bg4 11.Rd1 Nbd7 12.Rb1 Rb8 13.d4 Bxf3 14.Bxf3 exd4 15.Rxd4 Qe7 

16.Bb2 Ne5 17.Bg2 Bb6 18.Rh4 Ng6 19.Rh3 Rbd8 20.e3 Bxe3 21.fxe3 Qxe3+ 22.Qf2 

Qxf2+ 23.Kxf2 Rd2+ 24.Kg1 Ng4 25.Ne4 Re2 26.Bc3 R2xe4 27.Bxe4 Rxe4 28.Rxb7 

h6 29.Rxa7 Rxc4 30.Be1 N6e5  1/2-1/2 

 

 

 

 

A54   M. Tal – R. Dzindzikhashvili 
New York (m) 1991 

 

 

1.c4 e5 2.g3 Nf6 3.Bg2 c6 4.Nf3 d6 5.d4 Nbd7 6.Nc3 Be7 7.O-O O-O 8.Rb1 Re8 

9.Qc2 Bf8 10.e4 a6 11.b4 b5 12.dxe5 Nxe5 13.Nxe5 dxe5 14.cxb5 axb5 15.a4 Ba6 

16.Rd1 Qc8 17.Bg5 Be7 18.Qb3 Qe6 19.axb5 Qxb3 20.Rxb3 Bxb5 21.Rbb1 Red8 

22.Rxd8+ Rxd8 23.Bf1 Bxf1 24.Kxf1 h6 25.Bxf6 Bxf6 26.b5  1/2-1/2 

 

 

 

 

B22   M. Tal – R. Dzindzikhashvili 
New York (m) 1991 

 

 

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.c3 d5 4.exd5 Qxd5 5.d4 cxd4 6.cxd4 e6 7.Nc3 Qd6 8.Bd3 Nf6 

9.O-O Be7 10.Re1 O-O 11.Bg5 Rd8 12.Qe2 Nb4 13.Bc4 Bd7 14.Rad1 Bc6 15.Ne5 

Bd5 16.Nxd5 Nbxd5 17.Rd3 h6 18.Bc1 Rac8 19.Rg3 Kf8 20.Bb3 Rc7 21.Qf3 Rdc8 

22.Bd2 a6 

 



^xxxxxxxxY 
|wdrdwiwdy 
|dp4wgp0wy 
|pdw1phw0y 
|dwdnHwdwy 
|wdw)wdwdy 
|dBdwdQ$wy 
|P)wGw)P)y 
|dwdw$wIwy 
Uzzzzzzzz\ 
 

23.Rxg7! Kxg7 24.Bxh6+ Kh7 25.Qh3 Ng8 26.Bf8+ 1-0 

 

 


